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FOREWORD 


UR age is preéminently practical. It 
() wants results. It is asking of everything, 
« What is it good for?” Men are asking 
this of our religion. They havea right to. More- 
over, we want them to. Mere ethics can hold up 
high standards. Even paganism, past or present, 
can give a surprisingly great amount of excellent 
advice. But how are we to bridge the gulf from the 
real to the ideal, from what we are to what we 
ought to be? This is the province of the power 
that comes from Christ and only from Him. But 
too often have we deferred its operation to a future 
life and held it only in anticipation rather than also 
a present reality. 

My chief purpose in preparing these addresses 
has been to emphasize the present worth of Chris- 
tianity, to accentuate the value of the personal, vital 
relationship with Christ for supplying and satisfying 
present needs. We would in no sense discredit the 
importance of salvation as a preparation for eternity. 
It is all this, but it is more. I am convinced we 
have a great unappreciated and unappropriated 
power in our Gospel to solve the problems and 
lighten the burdens of every-day living, here and 
now. 
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You have often noted that the average Chris- 
tian testimony treats only of the glorious hope in 
the hereafter. It is strangely silent regarding the 
changes already wrought and the blessings already 
experienced. This has fostered the delusion in 
many minds that beginning the Christian life can 
just as wisely be delayed until near to death. It 
finds illustration in the frequent answer, “ Of course 
I expect to become a Christian before I die.” They 
forget that there will never be a time through eternity 
when they will need the aid that comes from the 
living Christ any more than they do now. Without 
it, not only shall they be lost, but they are lost 
already. They are cutting themselves off from the 
only source of help and life. 

A stronger accent on this phase of salvation must 
inevitably produce several results. First of all, it 
discloses to the Christian the presence of his unused 
blessings. It produces within him a truly trans- 
formed nature. It gives him a clearer, stronger 
theme for testimony and an added incentive for 
personal work for others. And to the one who is 
yet outside the kingdom, it brings an antidote for 
procrastination, and a most cogent reason for imme- 
diate acceptance of the invitation to enter into rela- 
tionship and fellowship with Jesus. These mes- 
sages are sent forth with the earnest prayer that 
they may do some definite good in the promotion 
of these great purposes. 

Mitrorp H. Lyon. 
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The Gift of Peace 


«* Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be fearful.” — Sohn rg + 27. 


N the rush and hurry of our modern life, there 
is an evident loss of that repose that is essen- 
tial for the higher soul development, Physi- 

cians tell us we are living in an age of hysteria, 
of wear and worry, of nervous prostration. So 
great are the demands commercially, socially, do- 
mestically, educationally, politically, that the average 
life is keyed almost to the breaking point. It is 
evident to all that things cannot go on as they are. 
The longing for some transformation and reforma- 
tion is universal. To go back to the simple, rustic 
conditions of a century ago when the demands in 
every avenue of life were immeasurably less cannot 
be considered. To hope to slacken this throbbing 
current of activity is as vain as to command the 
wind to cease or the waves to calm. We do not 
want the peace that follows cessation from labor. 
This remedy would produce a restlessness far worse 
than the disease. Stagnation is not rest. They tell 
us that insanity is increasing tenfold as rapidly as 
II 
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population. It is evident in some way that our 
times are out of joint. This desire for peace of 
heart is fundamental. Without it there can be no 
happiness. All about us we see the furrows grow- 
ing deep in the brow before their time and thou- 
sands who are still young in years are aged in 
countenance and manner. As you pass the people 
on the streets of a great city, how few amid the 
countless hundreds evidence any calmness or repose 
of soul. Feverish anxiety seems written on every 
face and expressing a universal need. 

The world is seeking for peace in various ways. 
Some think to obtain it by gratification of desire. 
They allow free rein to their appetites and live upon 
the baser plane. But all plans grounded on the 
material and sensual are only temporary, and the 
old craving of heart returns with redoubled clamor. 
Others hope to gain this satisfaction of soul by the 
acquisition of riches. Knowing the power that 
wealth possesses they deem it sufficient to still the 
tumult of the heart. But no man was ever satisfied 
with the accumulation of money. If he acquires 
property or is rated at a certain sum, he desires to 
duplicate it and the more he gets the more he wants. 
The pursuit of wealth has become in our day almost 
a disease, and like many other forms of malady, 
time only aggravates and intensifies its nature. 
Some seek for contentment in the pursuit of pleas- 
ure. But this again has not the element of perma- 
nence; soon it turns to dust and ashes. Like the 
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blazing rocket that flashes its brightness for the 
moment, then speedily drops to the earth with a 
dull, dead thud. Those who like Byron have lived 
for pleasure are at last compelled to exclaim with 
him, 


«¢ My life is like a withered leaf ; 
The fruit and flower of love are gone. 
The worm, the canker and the grief 
Are mine alone.”’ 


Many too are hoping by a change of scene or 
environment, by the improvement of conditions to 
gain contentment. They hope by travel under 
foreign skies and in foreign seas they may find rest. 
But the difficulty of this plan is, they cannot get 
away from themselves. If they could leave their 
own lives at home the problem would be easy. 
The source of contentment is not in external con- 
ditions, it is within the soul. Never was David 
farther from God and from the truth than when he 
exclaimed, “ Oh that I had wings likeadove! Then 
would I fly away, and be at rest.” 

We may well have a controversy with our gener- 
ation that they are seeking for happiness in the 
things outside the life, in what they can taste or feel 
or hear or handle or see. They are rushing ‘hither 
and thither to theaters and banquets and parties, 
striving for satisfaction. But soon the time comes 
when the physical senses are dulled and dead, 
«“ when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and 
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the strong men shall bow themselves, and the 
grinders cease because they are few, and those that 
look out of the windows be darkened, and the doors 
shall be shut in the street.” If their source of en- 
joyment is merely in the external or material, when 
these pass away, as they must, then the peace and 
happiness must likewise vanish. Said a rich man 
to me the other day, “ I have what is regarded as a 
fine home, beautiful surroundings and a fair share of 
this world’s goods. But as life goes on more and 
more I am learning that none of these can bring 
contentment and joy.” Many have hoped that, if 
they could gain some coveted position and receive 
the honor and applause of the multitude, this might 
bring contentment. But if they do gain that for 
which they have sought and striven, yet at the last 
they are compelled to exclaim with Richelieu, “I 
wooed a goddess and I clasped a cloud.” 

There are still others in these last days who are 
trying to obtain peace in another way. They have 
tried the pursuit of money, ambition, and pleasure, 
and at last they are possessed with a social ennui 
and in despair they are practicing a kind of mental 
hypnosis. They are denying the existence of suffer- 
ing and pain, of disease and sin. They are declar- 
ing that these are but phantoms of the mind and by 
a process of auto-suggestion are seeking to rid them- 
selves of all unrest. They in the end are no more 
satisfied than the opium victim who, under the in- 
fluence of the narcotic, believes himself to be trans- 
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ported into some elysium of rapture and bliss. 
But when at last the truth is revealed and he re- 
turns to his right senses, his future seems the more 
dark and bitter on account of the delusion. While 
it is true that our minds have a great influence over 
our conditions and, as Shakespeare has said, «‘ There 
is nothing either good or bad but thinking makes it 
so,’ and that more than half of our ills and troubles 
are merely borrowed or imaginary, and thus mind 
cure has a legitimate place in human experience, 
yet to classify all ills as simply mental states does 
not have a basis either in science or in fact. 

All these human endeavors point in one direction, 
to the great need for peace and rest, but they also 
show how futile are all human plans and efforts to 
gain the desired end. Like the Spanish adventurer 
who sought the fountain of perpetual youth, and at 
last, broken in health, in weakness and in poverty, 
died in despair; so the soul may follow all the vari- 
ous paths of the world’s allurements, he may drink 
deep of its pleasures, but at last disheartened and 
disappointed lie down and die. It is then that we 
turn to Christ’s cure for unrest. Like Peter we ex- 
claim, “ Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast 
the words of eternal life.” 

In contrast, then, with the vain seeking of the 
world let us consider Christ’s gift of peace. His 
peace is permanent and exhaustless. It is found in 
the fact of cleansing from sin. The Psalmist rejoices 
in a salvation so comprehensive, in a Saviour so all- 
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sufficient, that his iniquities were forgiven, his 
diseases were healed, and his life was redeemed from 
destruction. Here is a work that is past, present, 
and future. Christ not only redeems from the guilt 
of sin, but also delivers from the power of sin, and 
finally removes even the scars of sin. Itis sin that 
is the source of this world’s sorrows. It is sin that 
furrows the brow before its time, that brings the 
sleepless nights and troubled days, and no peace 
can be real and permanent without the cure of this 
first cause of human sorrow and discontent. Many 
would like to be free from the punishment of sin 
that are not anxious to be rid of the sin itself. To 
deaden the irritated nerves and to allow the thorn 
in the flesh to remain would be not a benefit but an 
injury. Christ gives peace by striking the tree of 
discontent at its very root. We are not called upon 
to make peace, but to zake peace. Peace has been 
made for us by Christ’s sacrifice and death. Like 
grace, it is not of works, neither of purchase; it is a 
gift. “My peace I gzve unto you.” 

But there are many that have faith in the atoning 
work of Christ that still obtain no forgiveness of sin 
nor peace of soul. They have forgotten the prereq- 
uisite of forgiveness, namely, the forsaking of sin. 
“ He that covereth his transgressions shall not pros- 
per, but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall 
obtain mercy.” In his poem of Eugene Aram, 
Thomas Hood tells of an assassin who took the 
body of his victim and cast it into the river, and as 
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he went away he said to himself, « My sin is forever 
hidden from view.” But the next day he returned 
and found that the stream had run dry, and the 
sightless eyeballs were extended upward to the sky 
to charge him with his crime. He took up the 
corpse, carried it to the depths of the forest and 
covered it deep with leaves, and he went away mus- 
ing that now was banished the evidence of his deed. 
But the next day he returned and found the wind 
had blown away the leaves and again the sightless 
eyes were extended upward to haunt him with his 
wrong. If he had buried the body a hundred 
fathoms deep, perhaps some earthquake would have 
brought it again to view. Man cannot cover his 
sins but God will discover them. Be sure your sin 
will find you out. It is only in repentance for sin, 
repentance even to the purpose to cease and part 
entirely from the evil-doing that the blood of Christ 
can avail for cleansing, and conscience can be 
calmed. 

But the gift of peace cannot be obtained simply 
by the forgiveness of sin, but by implicit obedience 
to Christ’s commands. There are many that have 
peace zt God that do not have the peace of God. 
“If a man love Me,” said Jesus, “he will keep My 
word; and My Father will love him and we will 
come unto him and make our abode with him.” 
The indwelling presence of God is &assential for the 
peace of God, and the gift of His presence can be 
gained only by keeping His commandments. 
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.“ Great peace have they that love Thy law, and they 
have none occasion of stumbling.’ Disobedience 
inevitably produces discord and disaster. Harmony 
comes only when the soul attunes itself to the di- 
vine law. Many of us have had to struggle long 
in the slough of sorrow and the darkness of diffi- 
culty because we have been unwilling to accept 
God’s guidance. We insisted on choosing our own 
path or following our own plan without consulting 
Him. We were unwilling to take His way and 
follow His leadership. It is only as we confessed 
our failure and acknowledged His authority that 
we either made progress or obtained rest. 

The illustration of the sheep and the shepherd is 
a favorite one throughout all Scripture. It is only 
as the flock are willing to follow their Master that 
they are led into the refreshing pastures and beside 
the still waters. Wandering from the sight of his 
eye and the sound of his voice they are lost in the 
wilderness and on the mountain and become the 
prey of wild beasts. Cease oh soul, thy rebellion, 
and covenant with Christ to do His will and go 
where He would have thee to go, and thou wilt find 
the peace that passeth all understanding. 

The next essential for this great blessing is a 
humble heart. Discouragement has been defined 
as disenchanted egotism. When we inflate our 
physical or intellectual or social worth and the 
world refuses to take us at our self-raised value, our 
pride suffers a fall. When the bubble is pricked it 
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drops. The life that remains in the dust of humility 
need not be fearful of being cast down. In the 
second chapter of Philippians, the apostle tells us 
that one of the steps in the glorification of Jesus 
was that He humbled Himself. Here was a conde- 
scension that was voluntary and self-imposed. Far 
better to have humility than humiliation ; better to’ 
humble yourself than to be humbled. If you know 
the peace of Jesus, you must share the position of 
Jesus. The rich Zacchzus had to come down out 
of the tree before he could get acquainted with the 
Lord. Christ is always down here, not up there. — 
By a strange anomaly, descension is essential for 
exaltation. 

By the operation of that great law of balances, 
the soul that is possessed of great power is apt also 
to be possessed of corresponding weaknesses. 
With the excellent quality of self-reliance, there is 
apt also to be the dross of pride and selfishness. 
With a great majority of people this element of 
meekness of soul can be obtained only by hardship. 
Paul had analyzed the philosophy of his own suffer- 
ing when he said lest he should be exalted over- 
much there was given to him a thorn in the flesh. 
Very many of us are slow to recognize the necessity 
for trial and disappointment in order to keep us in 
the place where God can use us. That is, very few 
are by nature possessed with true humility of heart. 
It is the element of character which, like regenera- 
tion, has to come from above. Peter had to learn 
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this lesson in the bitter school of experience. We 
hear him in his self-confidence exclaiming to his 
Master, “ Even if I must die with Thee, I will not 
deny Thee,” and in the next hour in the crisis of 
Gethsemane he lapses into slumber, and soon after 
in the courtyard fearful for his own safety he utters 
oaths of blasphemy. But there was more hope for 
weeping Peter outside the gate than for boasting 
Peter inside the gate. His misfortune was his 
salvation, It was from his own experience that he 
wrote in his first epistle, “ Gird yourselves with 
humility to serve one another, for God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace to the humble. Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may exalt you in due time; casting all your 
anxiety on Him, for He careth for you.” It was this — 
humility that he had gained by such scourging that 
enabled him to close the epistle with the prayer for 
peace: ‘“ Peace be unto all you that are in Christ.” 

The greatest enemy of humility is often a spirit 
of envy that comes from viewing the prosperity of 
some more favored soul. This is especially hard 
for the life that is naturally energetic and ambitious 
for success. But the world is big enough for each 
one to do his best. Some one has likened the dis- 
content that follows envy to a mountain climber 
who, in watching some traveller a little higher up 
the path, fails to enjoy the beautiful landscape that 
lies all about him. If there are others that are do- 
ing a greater work than you, thank God for the 
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glorious fruits of their labors. Let us not be bold 
“to compare ourselves with certain of them that 
commend themselves, but they themselves measur- 
ing themselves by themselves and comparing them- 
selves with themselves are without understanding.” 
Let us thank God that He has seen fit to use even 
such as we to do His ministry, and by contrasting 
our littleness with the greatness of Jesus obtain the 
true measure of our own worth, and by His indwell- 
ing grace, grow into His likeness. 

In the last place, we are to gain this great bless- 
ing of peace by trust. One of the most prevalent 
faults of our day is worry. And the real cause of 
worry is doubt. Anddoubtis sin. The most of us 
are so used to this element in our natures that we 
have come to think of it as a normal part of our 
beings. We fret about the weather, about our 
business, our Social or domestic life, until the habit 
becomes so firmly fastened that it seems incapable 
of correction. We manifest it in the frown, in the 
rasping tone of voice, in the restless, uncertain man- 
ner until our lives seem like jangled bells, out of 
tune. 

Do you remember how one night when the dis- 
ciples were crossing the Galilean sea one of those 
sudden storms, which were accustomed to sweep 
down upon that little lake, was breaking in its fury, 
how the wind was roaring in its wrath and the 
waves were beating against the little boat ? and yet 
the Master lay on a pillow in the stern asleep. 
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While the ship was rocked by the billows He was 
resting as calmly as a babe lulled to rest in its 
mother’s arms. The anxiety as well as doubt of 
that little company of disciples is evidenced by their 
exclamation of fear: ‘“Carest Thou not that we 
perish?” They seem to have got the idea that if 
Christ was in the ship it would mean a smooth 
sea. They could not reconcile the presence of 
Jesus with the fact of the storm. Inthe world you 
shall have tribulation. Against every vice and 
wrong of every age and race Christ boldly makes a 
positive declaration of war. With sin there can be 
no compromise. It is a battle to the death. In 
this sense, indeed, He came not to bring peace on 
earth but a sword. Right here is one great cause 
of doubt. So many seem to think that the fact of 
Christian profession is going to promise a career 
devoid of difficulty and storm. But God has not 
promised us a smooth voyage; He has promised us 
a safe one. 

The peace of Christ, then, is not a matter of 
external conditions and environment, it is a mat- 
ter of heart and soul. It is not a peace apart 
from trial, but a peace in the midst of trial. As 
Drummond has said, “ Christ’s life outwardly was 
one of the most troubled lives that was ever lived: 
adversity and tumult; tumult and adversity, the 
waves breaking over it all the time until the worn 
body was laid in the grave. But the inner life was a 
sea of glass. The great calm was always there. At 
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any moment you might have gone to Him and found 
rest; and even when the bloodhounds were dog- 
ging Him in the streets of Jerusalem, and Heturned 
to His disciples, He offered them as a last legacy, 
‘My Peace.’” In the nervous stress of our day, 
when so many lives are worn and fretted almost to 
the death, no truth needs more frequent emphasis 
than this. We cannot get away from the sin and 
_trial and sorrow, from the toils and problems that 
surround us on every hand. We would not if we 
could. What we want to know is some plan or 
process of life that will give us rest in the midst of 
trial, peace in the midst of strife and struggle. In 
Jesus alone can this peace be found. 

Matthew Henry says that when Christ left the 
earth He made His will. His soul He bequeathed to 
His Father, His body to Joseph of Arimathea, His 
clothes fell to the soldiers, and His mother He left to 
the care of John, His beloved apostle. But what 
should He leave to His poor disciples who had left 
all for Him? Silver and gold He had none, but He 
left them what was far better: peace. And this 
peace of Christ is not as the world giveth. The 
world struggles to gain peace. Christ’s peace 
comes by the cessation of struggle. The world 
urges us to keep the peace, but the peace of Christ 
keeps us. A peace that has to be kept is not 
worth keeping. The real evidence of our faith 
in Christ is not only our obedience to Him, but our 
implicit confidence in His care. To learn this lesson 
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as we should means to stop all this fretfulness and 
nervous worry. ‘“ He that believeth shall not make 
haste.” It will not mean a cessation of activity, 
but a relaxing of the extreme tension and the fric- 
tion in our work. 

A certain minister gives this experience, “I re- 
member early in my ministry how on Sunday nights 
I would toss on my bed through the hours of the 
darkness, going over all the events of the day, 
worrying because I had included this point in my 
sermons and had omitted that one and wondering 
what would betheir effect. And after those sleep- 
less hours, I would arise in the morning worn of 
body and of mind, utterly incapacitated for effective 
work during the first few days of the week. But 
one night as I was about my usual occupation, 
sleepless and troubled, I began to reason with 
myself. ‘Why all this fret and wear and worry ? 
Did you not do the best you could? Yes,’ I said 
to myself, ‘I believe I did. You made mistakes ? 
Oh, yes, I am sure of that. But did you preach 
for your own glory? No, I believe I can say 
truthfully I endeavored to speak the message the 
Lord wanted me to speak. Then why do you not 
leave the results in His hands? All this trouble ot 
soul is evidence of a doubt and distrust of Him. 
You have often spoken to others about the value of 
peace, why do you not appropriate this gift of Christ 
to your own life and experience?’ I got out of bed, 
and knelt in prayer asking forgiveness for this 
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especial sin, and promised God that by His help I 
would leave the issues hereafter in His hands. 
From that night to this I have found no difficulty 
from my oldenemy.” Here is anerve medicine that 
is worth vastly more than all the remedies that 
human invention has ever devised, “ He giveth His 
beloved sleep.” <‘ There remaineth therefore a rest 
unto the people of God.” 

Dear reader, are you living up to your privileges ? 
Are you appropriating this gift to your own soul? 
You may be surrounded on every hand by problems 
to be solved, temptations to be overcome, by tasks 
to be performed. You may have persecution and 
trial and criticism. Many experiences may arise to 
threaten, dishearten, and discourage, but in the 
midst of it all God has given to you the legacy of 
peace. Have you never been on a mountain en- 
veloped in mist and clouds, yet through a rift you 
could behold the purity of the sunlight? So ought 
your soul and mind to be, amidst the storms of 
earth. 


‘s As some tall cliff that lifts its awful form, 
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm, 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.’’ 


How can you get this peace? Go to the great 
Peace-giver Himself. You cannot have “it” with- 
out “ Him.” To have the blessing of peace you must 
have the Author of peace. He has made the path- 
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way plain: “Come unto Me, and I will give you 
rest.” He who makes the offer has power to fulfill 
the promise. He is able to keep that which we 
commit unto Him against that day. Why then 
should we not trust our interests to His hands? If 
we love Him, let us not only keep His command- 
ments, but be confident that all things will work 
together for our good. Though often we cannot 
understand the experiences that befall us, we can- 
not explain the philosophy of our own disappoint- 
ments and our sorrows, why God has allowed these 
things to come, let us hear His voice that says, 
“ Be still, and know that Iam God.” Let us there- 
fore cease this fretful worry about what we shall eat 
or wear. If God cares for the birds, will He not 
care for us? If the shepherd watches over his flock, 
folding them safe in the darkness and leading them 
by day unto the green pastures and by the living 
waters, can we not trust the good Shepherd who 
showed His intense interest for the welfare of His 
own and in His love laid down His life for His sheep? 
“ Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind 
is stayed upon Thee.” 

“Now the God of peace, who brought again from 
the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep with the 
blood of an eternal covenant, even our Lord Jesus, 
make you perfect in every good thing to do His 
will, working in you that which is pleasing in His 
sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.” 
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The Why of Suffering, or, 
Showers from the Clouds 


‘“‘T will cause the shower to come down in its season; there shall 
be showers of blessing.” —Zzekie/ 74: 20. 
“For our light affliction, which is for the moment, worketh for 
us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory.”— 

2 Cor. 4.17. 


dispensation not only to foretell the sorrow 

and disaster that would befall the chosen 
people, but also to look beyond the immediate 
future and behold the glorious outcome of divine 
plans. The people had been carried into foreign 
captivity. Their harps had been hung upon the 
willows. The music of the nation had descended 
into a dirge. Weeping and lamentation was the 
universal cry. The proud people who had basked 
in the sunshine of Jehovah’s favor were feeling . 
the heavy stroke and sting of the oppressor’s rod. 
Their country was laid waste. The walls of the 
Holy City, dear to every Hebrew heart, were 
broken down and the gates consumed with fire. 
Pestilence and pillage had done their deadly work, 
and the desolation of the once fair land seemed 
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ig was given to the great prophets of the old 
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complete. Cessation of the earlier and latter rains 
added drought and barrenness to their other woes, | 
so that the condition of the remnant in Judah was 
little better than that of the exiles in Babylon. 

For a little while the drive wheel of national hope 
continued to revolve by its own previous mo- 
mentum, but at last it reached the dead centre. 
Anticipation and ambition were crushed nearly to 
the death. Yet in the midst of these sad surround- 
ings, the same prophets who had clearly foretold the 
things that had come to pass now changed their 
theme. Being seers indeed, they could understand 
the purpose of God in all His dealings with His 
chosen people. They realized that this exile and 
suffering were essential in the development of indi- 
vidual and national character; that all of these 
events were but steps in the stairway to a throne. 
And now they turned the sentiment of their song to 
the golden future when there would be no more 
dearth and disaster. Barrenness would give way to 
fruitfulness, and bondage to liberty. “I will cause 
the shower to come down in its season ; there shall 
be showers of blessing.” And these showers were 
to come from their clouds. 

So let us, for a time, study into the philosophy of 
sorrow and suffering. Let us endeavor to penetrate 
the mystery which has enveloped so deeply one of 
the most common experiences of our human nature. 
If the conception of God that our Lord Jesus gave 
us is true, if He is in the best sense a loving 
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Parent and all that term implies, we must banish 
from our minds the idea that He delights in the 
suffering or sorrow of His children. Here is a radi- 
cal difference between the heathen and Christian 
conceptions of deity. Baal or Moloch might de- 
light in the shrieks and tortures of the victims sacri- 
ficed in his worship, not so with our loving 
heavenly Father. But nothing has caused more 
doubt in human minds than the fact and presence of 
suffering in the world. It has shattered some of the 
strongest’ citadels of faith. It is said that Goethe 
spent his latter days in the shadow of doubt on ac- 
count of the disasters caused by the earthquakes in 
Spain. 

So many propound the question, If God is om- 
nipotent, why does He not banish entirely all pain 
from human life and experience? We must, at 
the very outset, confess that there are some ques- 
tions so infinite that our finite minds are absolutely 
powerless before them. There are many inter- 
rogation points which will take the waves of eter- 
nity to erase. Now indeed we see through a glass 
darkly. Yet enough has been given to us of the 
workings of the divine plan so that from what we 
know, we can confidently trust divine goodness and 
wisdom to bring to a beneficent conclusion the 
things we do not know. 

All suffering naturally falls into three great divi- 
sions or manifestations. The first is the natural 
sequence of wrong-doing. The second is the nat- 
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ural allotment of all human life that, like the rain, 
falls upon both the just and the unjust. And the 
third, the highest type, is that which might be 
avoided, the suffering which follows aggressive 
righteousness. 

The fact of sin in the world must naturally neces- 
sitate the presence of the first form of suffering. By 
the law of cause and effect, trouble must follow 
transgression. The thorns and briers that grow by 
the wayside of life are God’s danger-signals to warn 
us from the precipice just beyond. In this type of 
suffering we would class the experience of David as 
he lay all night upon the earth in the bitterest grief. 
To this class belong also the hardships of Jonah, 
swallowed up by the great monster of the deep. 

Here must we place also the experiences of 
Sampson, as in his later years, with his eyes put 
out, he ground as a slave at the Philistine mill. 
His case is a common picture in human life. “He 
that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap 
corruption.” Thousands, in a similar way, have 
their spiritual eyesight blinded and their higher 
natures atrophied by grovelling continually in the 
mire of the mere material and sensual, and at last, 
bound by the infrangible chains of their own evil 
habits and passions, are compelled to reap the result 
of their folly by grinding at Satan’s mill. 

In this class also falls the sorrow of Peter when 
after his over-confidence and rashness which re- 
sulted in the base denial of his Lord, he went out 
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and wept bitterly. Yet even in this first form of 
suffering we see evident the goodness of God. In 
divine law is manifest divine love. Sinai is an ex- 
pression of affection, as well as Calvary. Without 
the one, the other would be futile. There can be 
no true law without penalty for its transgression, 
and there can be no penalty without pain. Ifthe 
Creator were to abolish cause and consequence, 
order would be turned into confusion and govern- 
ment into anarchy. 

But some one may interject the problem, Why 
did not God place us in this world incapable of 
sinning? Then without sin there would be no need 
of punishment and pain as its consequent. Let us 
not forget that God never brought sin into the 
world; it was man. In order to endow mankind 
with a nature of highest value to himself and his 
Creator, it was a prime essential that he be given 
the faculty of free choice, of making or marring his 
own future and deciding his own destiny. If God 
compelled His children to choose the right, whether 
they would or no, they would be mere machines, 
automatons, weak and forceless, without virtue or 
character. It is evident that if human beings were 
to be given the faculty of choosing for themselves 
some would choose the wrong path rather than the 
right one. Hence sin came into the world and 
sorrow by sin. 

Now it is God’s purpose and plan, without violat- 
ing this sacred faculty of the human will, by His 
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supreme love and sacrifice to win men to Himself. 
Without forcing an entrance He is seeking to gain 
admission into human hearts with their own con- 
sent and choice, and thus, imbuing and invigorating 
with His own divine might, to give man the victory 
over sin. Then if you ask, Why did God permit 
sin in the world? I would answer in a word, He 
could not help it. To have prevented all transgres- 
sion would have necessitated the withholding of the 
greatest gift, that supreme faculty of man: the 
power of choice. 

But it is the corrective element in penal suffering 
that especially attracts our interest. It is evident 
in the old adage that the burned child dreads the 
fire. The pain produced by a thorn thrust in the 
hand is a benefit, not adetriment. It reveals an un- 
natural element, and an abnormal condition that 
needs remedy. ‘The author of the book of Hebrews 
sought to impress anew this great iesson upon the 
minds of his own people. “ My son, regard not 
lightly the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art reproved of Him; for whom the Lord 
loveth He chasteneth and scourgeth every son He 
receiveth. But if ye are without chastening, 
whereof all have been made partakers, then ye are 
bastards and not sons. Furthermore, we had the 
fathers of our own flesh to chasten us, and we gave 
them reverence; shall we not much rather be in 
subjection to the Father of spirits and live? For 
they verily for a few days chastened us as seemed 
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good to them ; but He for our profit that we may be 
partakers of His holiness. All chastening seemeth 
for the present to be not joyous but grievous, yet 
afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruit unto them 
that have been exercised thereby, even the fruit of 
righteousness.” 

None have needed more the continual inculcation 
of this lesson than this same chosen people of Israel 
who have been called the delight of the Lord. In 
Egypt and in Babylon they had been ground down 
by the heel of the oppressor. In the long wander- 
ings through the wilderness and in the wars against 
their enemies they had drunk deeply from the cup 
of bitterness. It would seem that these experiences 
would have been enough to teach humility and 
obedience, yet we hear them exclaiming, “ We have 
never been in bondage to any man;” and again, 
“We have no king save Cesar,” rejecting their 
own Saviour and crucifying their Deliverer. By 
the same inexorable law, “ Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap,’ they have been 
compelled to wander, a nation without a home, 
persecuted on every shore, Thus it had been fore- 
told, and thus it has come to pass. But from the 
clouds will come the showers; after the wilderness 
will come the promised land. 

Let us now consider the second type of sorrow: 
that which is shared as a common experience by the 
entire race of man. It was a mistaken notion of 
the Hebrew people that all suffering belonged to 
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the first type, that it was the penalty for sin. We 
see this idea expressed even in their later days when, 
at the healing of the blind man, the Jews said to 
Jesus, “ Who hath sinned, this man or his parents ?”’ 
The predominant purpose of one entire book of the 
Bible, the story of Job, seems to have been to 
correct this prevalent and mistaken conception. In 
the orderly execution of natural and universal laws, 
it is evidently impossible to prevent conflicts arising 
between such operations and individual interests. 
It is right that the principle should be operative,— 
the greatest good to the greatest number ; but even 
then, some one must suffer, for what is one’s food 
becomes another’s poison. The sun and rain that 
stimulate the growth of one field of grain may 
hasten the decay of another. 

A lady once said to me in an evidently bitter and 
rebellious spirit—it was after her little boy had been 
run over and killed by a passing train—“ If God 
were a good God, why did He allow that train to 
run over my boy?” I answered, “ Supposing that 
God would interpose special providence to prevent 
every possible accident, it would result in a chaos 
and confusion far more disastrous than the other.” 
Taking this same example, supposing the Creator 
should stop every train whenever a child gets on 
the track. It would be impossible to run a train 
upon any railroad in the land. Hundreds of 
children would persist in standing on the track 
and defying both the Creator and the engineer. 
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That is, the intervention and interposition would be 
vastly more injurious than the regular and harmo- 
nious operation of natural laws. You ask me, 
« Why does not God prevent all suffering that be- 
longs to this second class?” I would answer, He 
cannot help it, without violating Himself and des- 
troying the very principles which make His creation 
beneficent and progressive. 

But we come to this great thought that God will 
overrule what seems disaster and turn it to our 
good. Out from the clouds again will come the 
showers, and if we will allow Him to have His way 
with us, our light affliction which is only for the 
moment, will work for us more and more exceed- 
ingly an eternal weight of glory. 

It is said that, during the battle of the Wilder- 
ness, a private soldier came one day to General 
Grant’s headquarters, and said to him, “ General, I 
want to inform you that the enemy are fortifying a 
certain hill near our lines. It seems to me they 
should be dislodged.” The commander curtly dis- 
missed the soldier, telling him that when he wanted 
any information from him he would send for him. 
Soon after a colonel came to headquarters, bearing 
exactly the same message. He was dismissed about 
as abruptly as the private. 

A few hours after, a brigadier-general made his 
way to the commander and said, «I find, General, 
that the enemy are strongly fortifying a hill near 
our lines. If you will give me permission, I will 
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detail a battery to shell them from their place. I 
think this can be done easily now, but they have a 
great force at work and very soon they will be too 
strongly entrenched to dislodge.” Grant laid down 
his papers and plans upon which he was working 
and said, “ Now look here, General, you are the 
third man that has given me the same information 
in the last few hours. Itis something that I already 
knew. I expect to-night to move the army fifteen 
miles further down the river, and according to my 
arrangement the fortifications which the enemy are 
erecting, in place of being a detriment, will be of 
the greatest advantage to our cause. Let them 
work as hard and fortify as strongly as they please. — 
The stronger the better.” Now the enemy were 
not doing this to benefit the union commander’s plan. 
Of course they were working with exactly the 
opposite motive, yet he was making a seeming 
injury to bring forth a blessing. Likewise our Lord 
can overrule evil for good, and make even the 
wrath of man to praise Him. 

Let us consider some of the ways by which this 
type of sorrow and suffering may work out a lasting 
benefit. First, it is a means of testing character ; 
I Peter 4:12, “ Beloved, think it not strange con- 
cerning the fiery trial among you which cometh 
upon you to prove you.” You cannot judge of the 
strength and merit of the ship when the wind is 
calm and the sun is bright and the sea is smooth. 
Wait until the sky is overclouded and the storm 
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howls and creaks through the masts and the rigging, 
and the billows beat and dash with awful fury. 
Then the weak and defective boat will spring a 
leak, be shattered and sink; while the strong ship, 
well built, equipped, and manned, will ride trium- 
phantly the highest waves and enter in safety the 
desired harbor. 

So long have we put a wrong construction upon 
the words “ temptation ” and“ trial” that we have 
come to think upon them as an unalloyed evil. Let 
us come back to the real meaning of the words, for 
they are synonyms; to be tried and tempted is to 
be tested. This is one method by which we may 
come to know ourselves ; to find the weak link in the 
chain, the unguarded point in our defenses. How 
little any of us know the nature,of our own lives. 
We need the struggle and the pain to reveal our- 
selves to ourselves ; to make us conscious of our 
weakness and utter helplessness without divine aid. 
Sorrow will inevitably accomplish one of two results 
in every soul. Either it will be a stepping-stone by 
which we may rise to a higher life and experience, 
or it will become a stumbling-block over which we 
will dash to our doom. Paul well summed up this 
philosophy in Second Corinthians 7:10: “ For godly 
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation ; a repent- 
ance which bringeth no regret; but the sorrow of 
the world worketh death.” 

This is a great and added reason why we should 
be zealous in bringing souls into personal relation- 
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ship with the loving and living Christ. It is not 
simply that they may be saved in eternity, but that 
now, amid the calis and disasters that press upon 
the life from every side, they may have, in the hour 
of sorrow, sustaining strength sufficient to supply 
their need. If it is a sad sight to see a living body 
and a dead soul, it is also a sad sight to see one pos- 
sessed perhaps with wealth and culture, who, from 
the spiritual standpoint, is the poorest pauper. 
“Unto him that hath shall be given, and to him that 
hath not shall be taken away even that which he 
seemeth to have.” Great crises are sure to come to 
every soul, and perilous indeed is that position where 
the hour of supreme trial finds the life battling 
alone. The very same sun that melts the snow also 
hardens the clay. If you allow sorrow to do its 
work in your soul, your nature will come forth 
sweeter from the sad experience; but if not, besure 
your heart will become hardened, and doubt and 
darkness will cast their gloom over your entire 
life. 

And again, it is sorrow that God often uses to 
draw the soul towards Christ. Recounting his bit- 
ter experiences in the deep, Jonah explains, “I 
called, by reason of my affliction, unto the Lord.” 
And David,in like manner, driven out from his home 
and kingdom, wandering a fugitive among strangers, 
declares, “In my distress I cried unto the Lord.” 
Sometimes this is the only means that the Lord can 
use to bring a person to Himself. So it was with 
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the sisters, Mary and Martha, at the time of the ill- 
ness of their brother Lazarus. In their need they 
sent for Jesus. Prosperity tends to make us self- 
sufficient and hard of heart. A confession of weak- 
ness and dependence is essential for the entrance of 
divine grace and mercy. 

In the next place, it is sorrow, more than all other 
experiences combined, that develops Christian graces. 
First of all, it produces purity of soul. None of us 
have yet fully fathomed the meaning of the apos- 
tle who said,“ He that hath suffered in the flesh 
hath ceased from sin.” If the metal from the mine 
as it passes through the crusher and is broken into 
bits had the power of feeling and of speech it would 
doubtless exclaim, “ Why am I subjected to this 
pain?” and still more when cast into the furnace 
heated seven times hot, and yet again when stamped 
by the giant machinery of the mint. But when 
the gold coin comes forth, beautiful in its bright- 
ness, bearing the image of the sovereign, had it the 
power of reason, the purpose of the process would 
be understood. So it is with the human heart. 
Crushed by disappointment, pained by the fire of 
affliction, when at last we shall come forth, purged 
from our dross, stamped with the image of that 
Sovereign who was indeed a Man of Sorrows, then 
shall we rejoice as we cannot now for having under- 
gone the fiery trial. “I shall be satisfied when I 
awake in His likeness.” 

Furthermore, it is sorrow that is one of the best 
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instructors in patience. Paul undoubtedly spoke of 
his own experience when he said in the fifth chap- 
ter of his letter to the Romans, “ We also rejoice in 
our tribulations; knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience.” By the law of compensation, when there 
is great strength in any character, there is apt to be 
corresponding weakness. While it is the nervous, 
energetic temperament that does things: yet it is 
this same type of life that is apt to be impetuous, 
impatient and unsteadfast. Such a man was the 
Apostle Peter. Jesus said that Satan desired to 
have him in his power to sift him like wheat. 
And how the evil one does prod and trouble us! 
How we are beaten and bruised on every side! Yet 
the Master said to him, “ When once thou hast 
turned again, establish thy brethren;” and so he 
did. The great theme of his epistles is steadfast- 
ness. How many of us need to thank God for af- 
fliction, which has acted as a balance-wheel or a 
ballast to our lives, to bring in a blessing which 
could have been gained in no other way. 

And likewise it is sorrow that develops sympathy — 
within the soul. Some one has defined sympathy 
as two souls tugging at the same burden; and there 
can be no exercise of this virtue going forth like 
fragrance into some other life unless we ourselves 
have first experienced the same affliction. In his 
poem of Kathrina, Holland tells us of a singer who 
was possessed with a marvellous power to touch 
every heart. He mused and wondered why she, so 
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much more than others, had this remarkable gift. 
He tried to reason out the mystery, but at last he 
was forced to admit that: 


‘¢ The heart is wiser than the intellect, 
And works with swifter hands and surer feet 
Towards wise conclusions. So, without resort 
To reason, in my heart I knew that she 
Who sang had suffered ; knew that she had grieved, 
Had hungered, struggled, kissed the cheek of death, 
And ranged the scale of passions until her soul 
Was deep, and wide, and soft with sympathy : — 
Nay, more than this: that she had found at last 
Peace like a river, on whose waveless tide 
She floated while she sang. ‘This was the key 
That loosed my prisoned voice, and filled my eyes 
With tender tears, and touched to life again 
My better nature.’’ 


I believe that even in the life of our Lord, Him- 
self, though being very God of very God there was 
a difference in His character after His earthly life 
from what there was before. While He knew the 
difficulties and troubles of our human nature, yet we 
are told that even the great Captain of our salvation 
was made perfect through suffering. Not until He, 
Himself, experienced our human weakness and sor- 
row could even He share in the fullest sense in 
sympathy. “For we have not a High Priest that 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; 
but one that hath in all points been tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore draw near 
with boldness unto the throne of grace that we may 
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receive mercy and may find grace to help us in the 
time of need.” 

And closely connected with these other virtues is 
the element of tenderness and sweetness, which is 
produced in the soul by sorrow as by nothing else. 
Who, in his own acquaintance, has not met many 
instances of this? Scarcely ever do you find a 
person who has been bedridden for months or 
years, but has developed a marked gentleness and 
sweetness of manner. So many of these saints 
seem to be like jewels which the Saviour, by suffer- 
ing, has polished for His own crown, [If it is the 
dark night that brings out the stars, the frost that 
sweetens the grapes, and the clouds that distil the 
rains, it is also affliction that deepens, enriches, and 
beautifies the nature. 

I know of a little boy whose parents were often 
compelled to correct him for his rash and thought- 
less manner. One day when a cripple passed by, 
he hailed him in a careless and almost disrespectful 
manner. His father tried to explain to him that 
this man was suffering from a misfortune for which 
he was not to blame and that to such a one he 
should be especially considerate and kind. But 
the boy did not seem to comprehend the admoni- 
tion. Not many months after, the child himself 
was compelled to use crutches on account of an ac- 
cident, and during his suffering he said, “ Papa, I 
wish you would take me up to the hospital and let 
me see the cripple children.” When he was taken 
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for that visit it was with the greatest interest and 
evident sympathy that he noted each case, and in 
_ his own simple and childish speech offered words of 
encouragement and comfort. In the school of 
affliction, he had learned lessons which no book or 
teacher could impart. 

In his story of the Sky Pilot, the author has 
presented to us the character of the little ranch 
girl, whose life upon the prairies was as free as the 
air she breathed. The pastor had endeavored to 
impress upon her some spiritual lessons, but she re- 
sented the intimation of the necessity for obedience 
to any person, human or divine. One day he 
found her in a fit of anger, and in reproof said to 
her, “ You must not go onin this way.” “ Must 
not!” she cried, “ who says so?” « God,” was the 
simple, short answer. “1 do not care for any one 
and I shall do as I like.” The Pilot looked at her 
steadily for a moment and then said slowly, “ Some 
day, Gwen, you will not be able to do as you 
like;” and that time came. One day when the 
little ranch girl was out on the big plain riding her 
father’s broncho, the cattle stampeded and she was 
crowded over the precipice and received an almost 
fatal injury by her fall. Tenderly she was carried 
home and for months lay in intense suffering upon 
the bed with her free active nature chafing under 
the restraint. The Pilot endeavored in his calls to 
console and reconcile her, but seemingly to no avail. 
He endeavored to press upon her some conception 


44. ” The Why of Suffering 


of the love of God. ‘ Why did He let me fall?” 
she asked. 

The mystery of suffering seemed entirely too 
deep for her mind to fathom. It was then that the 
Pilot told her the parable of the canyon: “At 
first there were no canyons, but only the broad, open 
prairie. One day the Master of the Prairie, walk- 
ing out over his great lawns, where were only 
grasses, asked the Prairie, ‘Where are your 
flowers P’ and the Prairie said, « Master, I have no 
seeds.’ Then he spoke to the birds, and they car- 
ried seeds of every kind of flower and strewed 
them far and wide, and soon the Prairie bloomed 
with crocuses and roses and buffalo beans and the 
yellow crowfoot and the wild sunflowers and the 
red lilies all the summer long. Then the Master 
came and was well pleased; but he missed the 
flowers he loved best of all, and he said to the 
Prairie, ‘Where are the clematis and the colum- 
bine, the sweet violets and windflowers, and all the 
ferns and flowering shrubs ?’ And again he spoke 
to the birds and again they carried all the seeds and 
strewed them far and wide. But, again, when the 
Master came he could not find the flowers he loved 
best of all and he said: ‘ Where are those, my 
sweetest flowers ?’ and the Prairie cried sorrowfully, 
‘Oh, Master, I cannot keep the flowers, for the 
winds sweep fiercely, and the sun beats upon my 
breast, and they wither up and fly away.’ Then 
the Master spoke to the Lightning, and with one 
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swift blow the Lightning cleft the Prairie to the 
heart. And the Prairie rocked and groaned in 
agony, and for many a day moaned bitterly over its 
black,.jagged, gaping wound. But the Little Swan 
poured its waters through the cleft, and carried 
down deep black mould, and once more the birds 
carried seeds and strewed them in the canyon. 
And after a long time the rough rocks were decked 
out with soft mosses and trailing vines, and all the 
nooks were hung with clematis and columbine, and 
great elms lifted their huge tops high up into the 
sunlight, and down about their feet clustered the 
low cedars and balsams, and everywhere the violets 
and windflower and maidenhair grew and bloomed, 
till the canyon became the Master’s place for rest 
and peace and joy.” 
But the third type of suffering, both in its cause 
and its results, far transcends in importance the 
other two: that is the suffering that comes from 
positive righteousness—the persecution that could 
be avoided if the soul were content to take some 
easier and less aggressive course. It is at this point 
that we enter the domain of the definitely Christian 
experiences, for the vicarious sufferings of Christ 
are His most distinctive mark. Others have shown 
evidences of wisdom and piety, and while He alone 
manifested these traits in their supremest sense, yet 
He added to them the willingness for others’ sake 
to suffer unto death. 
Having entered more fully than others into the 
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spirit of the divine life, Paul prays three petitions 
which reveal the supreme desire of his soul. First, 
that he might know Christ. ‘There are many that 
would heartily join with the apostle in this prayer. 
The Master had declared that it was life eternal to 
know Him and His Father. The second request 
likewise would be heartily seconded by many: that 
they might know the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
Paul had confessed in his letter to the Ephesians that 
it was the great desire of his heart that they might 
comprehend the exceeding greatness of God’s power 
to us-ward who believe. And he went on to explain 
how great this power was: nothing less than the 
strength of God’s might which He wrought in Jesus 
when He raised Him from the dead and made Him 
to sit at His right hand in the heavenly places, In 
other words, he declares that the same power that 
gave Jesus the victory over death and the grave, will 
also, if we will, work in us mightily for our salva- 
tion and development. Power is always attractive, 
socially, financially, physically, or politically. This 
prayer for power would seem, then, nothing un- 
usual nor strange, and echoing an almost universal 
desire. But let us see about the third element in 
that prayer: “ And the fellowship of His suffer- 
ing.” Now, Paul, we would rather you would 
eliminate that part. We are willing to go the first 
and the second steps, but how many of us hesitate 
at the third! But the prayer is not three, it is one. 
If we are to know Christ and the power of His 
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resurrection, we must pay the price; we must enter 
into fellowship with His sufferings. The same three 
disciples who went with Jesus up to the Mount of 
Transfiguration, also had to go with Him to the 
Garden of Gethsemane. The one necessitates the 
other. Jesus declared to His disciples: “In the 
world ye shall have tribulations,’ and Paul states the 
same truth in different language: “ All that would 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 
« But,” says some one, “how do you make this 
correspond with modern conditions and experience? 
How many professed Christians are being perse- 
cuted in our day for righteousness’ sake?” and 
some might answer that times have changed and 
there is not the same antagonism to Christian faith 
and life as in past generations. It is true, sinis not 
so gross, and persecutions are more polite and 
subtle, but where there is aggressive righteous- 
ness and a positive Christianity that endeavors to 
measure up to the higher standards proportionate 
to our enlightenment, is the persecution experienced 
any less? At least one reason why there is so 
little suffering and tribulation for Christ’s sake is 
that so many disciples are living such colorless 
lives, so similar to those of the ungodly and worldly 
about them, that if people purposed to persecute 
them they would scarcely know upon whom to be- 
gin. The reason why it is so easy for many to be 
Christians is because they are living upon an ex- 
tremely low plane. It was the separateness evident 
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in the lives of the early Christians that was a chief 
cause for the animosity of the heathen world. They 
refused to use the stamps and seals that bore the 
imprint of heathen deities. When asked to place a 
statue of their God, Jesus, in the Pantheon, along 
with Mars and Venus and Jupiter, they declined. 
Their neighbors urged them to be broad and liberal 
like themselves, and offered a compromise saying, 
«“ We will attend the worship of your Christ if you 
will patronize the festivals in the temples dedicated 
to our divinities.’ The answer was a positive, 
“No.” Then they said, “Since you are so narrow, 
we will discipline you,’ and they cast them into 
dungeons and dens of wild beasts, and used them 
as torches to light up their festivals. | 
It is a sad fact that there is too little difference 
between the average Christian’s life and the openly 
ungodly. In conversing on a railway train not 
long ago with a business man who seemed to be 
absorbed merely in the things of the world, I found 
on inquiry that he was a professing Christian, and 
after an extended conversation which had become 
quite confidential in its character, I said to him, 
“ My friend, what does it mean to you anyway to 
be a Christian?” ‘“ Well,” he replied, “ it does not 
mean very much.’ “In what way.) saidid))4ie 
your life different from that of the man in the same 
business across the street who makes no profession 
of religion? In what way do you conduct your 
business differently from his? What difference is 
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there in the way you spend your time or your 
money?” “ There is practically no difference,” he 
replied. “I am a member of the church and he is 
not.” “If that is all, it is a matter of theory, not 
of practice.’ This is one reason why it is so hard 
to awaken a great revival of religion; the world does 
not see in many instances a real improvement in 
the life of the professedly Christian over that of the 
non-Christian. 

The man who acknowledges Christ as the Lord 
of his entire life, public and private, politically, 
socially and commercially, will be restrained by that 
Christian conscience from doing many things, in- 
dulging in many pleasures, gaining many dollars, 
entering many avenues that the ungodly would 
grasp with impunity. And moreover he will be con- 
strained by that loyalty to Jesus to do many things 
which he would otherwise shrink from doing, for 
which he would have a natural repugnance or dis- 
like. Christ declared that the primary cause of the 
antagonism and hatred of the world towards the 
Christian was that the life was inspired and con- 
trolled by an entirely different and positive motive. 
‘‘ Tf ye are of the world,’ He declared, “ the world 
would love its own; but because ye are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore, 
the world hateth you.” Human nature has not 
changed through these centuries. While the per- 
secution may be conducted in a different form, it is 
no less keen and cruel. 
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But this hardship that follows positive godli- 
ness is an essential part of true spiritual devel- 
opment. Before Moses was fitted to lead the peo- 
ple through the wilderness, he had to spend forty 
years in the desert, and on the back side of the 
desert at that. Every one who has accomplished 
any great work for God and man has first had to 
have a desert experience. “If any man would 
come after Me,’ said Christ, “let him deny him- 
self and take up his cross and follow Me.” The 
period of the greatest suffering of the Church was 
the period of its greatest power. When it relapsed 
into ease and indulgence and popularity it began to 
decline. We need just now in our own land some 
wave of persecution to sweep over our churches 
from ocean to ocean to winnow the wheat from the 
chaff and cleanse the garments of the Master’s bride. 
It ought to mean vastly more to be a Christian to- 
day than it did in generations past. If we would 
take proportionately higher ground spiritually as 
we are compelled to intellectually and commercially, 
it would result in a reénactment of the sufferings 
and the heroism of the first century. Doubtless not 
in the same form, but in a like degree. Between 
godliness and ungodliness, Christ and Satan, there 
has never been any real affiliation or fellowship and 
there never can be. ‘The very nature of Christian- 
ity debars compromise. 

But, after all, there is no call quite so attractive 
as that to come and suffer. Nothing but the 
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promise of hardship and trial can ever awaken the 
most genuine and intense enthusiasm. It is said of 
the Japanese in their warfare that there is an eager- 
ness amounting almost to a passion to die for their 
emperor. Would that we might see more of this 
spirit evident in the army of Christ! It was a 
marked characteristic of early Christianity that they 
gloried in tribulations, and rejoiced when they were 
counted worthy to suffer for Christ’s sake. Our 
modern missions also have given some striking 
illustrations of this same spirit. Would that it 
might be imparted to more hearts in our homeland! 
A Gospel of suffering and sacrifice is not a popular 
and pleasing one in our day. Neither has it ever 
been. The fact that it is so seldom mentioned and 
so little emphasized only more strongly indicates its 
need. 

The great Gospel message of prophet and teacher 
throughout the Scripture is inspired by the one 
note of praise and victory and reward to him 
that endureth and overcometh. If we suffer with 
Him, we shall also reign with Him. The One be- 
fore whom, in the vision of the apostle, the angels 
bowed and veiled their faces, was the slain Lamb. 
If meekness and gentleness and affection were the 
predominant attributes of His character, then sacri- 
fice and pain were preéminent in His ministry. It 
was He who sat in the midst of the throne, occupy- 
ing the place of honor and of power. To whom 
then should be given the right of fellowship with 
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Him? That reasonably and naturally belongs to 
those that have shared the spirit of His service. 
“ These that are arrayed in the white robes, who 
are they and whence came they? And He said to 
me, Ihese are they that came out of the great 
tribulation and they washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore 
are they before the throne of God and they serve 
Him day and night in His temple; and He that 
sitteth on the throne shall spread His tabernacle 
over them. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more, neither shall the sun strike upon 
them, nor any heat; for the Lamb that is in the 
midst of the throne shall be their Shepherd, and 
shall guide them unto the fountains of waters of 
life, and God shall wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.” 


Ill 
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‘“My grace is sufficient for thee.”—2 Cor. 12: 9. 


WISH to speak especially to those who are 
| occupying the hard and difficult places in life. 
Any plan of salvation worthy of God and 
beneficial to man must be broad enough in its scope 
and effective enough in its purposes to meet the 
needs of all classes and conditions of society not 
only the favorably, but also the unfavorably situated. 
There are many who are attempting to excuse 
themselves from living a Christian life. They say, 
«1 find myself possessed by heredity with certain 
unfortunate tendencies. And since I had no part 
in bringing myself into this world and endowing my 
nature with this evil inheritance, surely a just and 
loving God will not call me to an account for mat- 
ters over which I have had no control.” Still others 
add the objection that their surroundings in business 
or the home or society are not conducive to the 
development of Christian character, and for this 
reason they ought not to be expected to assume 
such great responsibilities and be judged by such 
high standards. 
It must be evident to all that our heavenly 
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Father is not satisfied with evil heredity and unfa- 
vorable environment. It is a part of the great plan 
of God’s dealing with man, without violating the 
important factor of free choice, to improve this 
character and condition as rapidly as possible. To 
think that our Creator would rest content with this 
great load of evil resting upon the life of man would 
be to blot out the conception of a just and loving 
Father from your mind and mine. 

But in the meantime, while conditions and char- 
acters are as they are, shall we be excused from liv- 
ing a Christian life? Yes; were it not for one 
thing: The fact of God’s plan and power as indi- 
cated in His Word, 2 Corinthians 12:9, “ My grace 
is sufficient for thee.’ So, no matter how heavily 
in one side of the scales weighs down evil heredity 
or evil environment, if you put the plain promise 
of Scripture in the other side, the latter will go down 
and the former will go up every time. 

So let us consider three things about the grace 
of God: First, the quality of grace; second, the 
quantity of grace; and third, the direction of grace. 
Grace has been well defined as the free and unmer- 
ited favor of God. Some speak of free grace. You 
might as well speak of something being free, gratis, 
for nothing. If it is free, it is gratis; if it is gratis, 
it is for nothing; and if it is for nothing, it is free. 
This is simply a piling up of terms. We have very 
little in this world like unto the grace of God. The 
nearest in business is the three days of grace in 
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which a man has to pay a note after it is due. But 
let him ask his bank to discount the note, and they 
will take out interest for the days of grace the same 
as the rest of the time. Lowell has truly said, 


‘¢ Karth gets its price for what earth gives us; 
The beggar is taxed for a corner to die in, 
The priest hath his fee who comes and shrives us, 
We bargain for the graves we lie in ; 
At the devil’s booth all things are sold, 
Each ounce of dross costs its ounce of gold ; 
For a cap and bells our lives we pay, 
Bubbles we buy with a whole soul’s tasking : 
"Tis heaven alone that is given away, 
"Tis only God may be had for the asking.”’ 


The nearest approach we have on earth to the divine 
grace is the relation of the mother to the child. It 
was not the wealth of Pharaoh’s daughter that. 
prompted the faithful care of the nurse for the infant 
Moses, found by the river’s brink. It was the mo- 
tive power of mother love. 

In a testimony service, a man once stated that it 
took him forty years to learn three things about the 
grace of God. The first was that it could not be 
bought ; the second that it could be had free; and 
the third that if it could be bought, no one would 
be able to pay what it was worth. Let us note how 
true these facts are. Salvation cannot be bought 
because we have nothing wherewith to purchase it. 
All we have and are belongs to God. “ What hast 
thou that thou hast not received?” Every good 
and perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
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from the Father of light. A Christian must be 
willing to acknowledge himself indebted to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for everything. 
If we would attempt to compensate Him for His 
favor, it would be endeavoring simply to pay Him 
with something that already belonged to Him. We 
are needy pensioners on His bounty. And if we 
could pay for salvation, who could begin to offer a 
reasonable compensation? It is not of works, lest 
any man should boast. If by our own efforts or 
merit we could gain eternal blessings, it would make 
the soul even more proud and disobedient than it 
already is. Gratitude is essential for godliness. 
Since we have nothing by which we could purchase 
salvation, and if we had it would be a detriment, 
rather thana benefit, God deals with us upon the only 
plane that is left: to make His salvation a free gift. 

And is not this His plan in all His dealings with 
men? Whoever could pay God for any of the ben- 
efits of life, for this earth, rich with its treasures of 
silver and gold, its mountains and hills, its broad 
prairies and billowy seas? Whoever could pay Him 
for the balmy breezes which fan the fevered cheek, 
for the warm sunshine, for the flowersssmiling by 
the pathway? And further still, whoever could 
have compensated our Lord Jesus Christ for coming 
down to this world to teach and toil and sacrifice 
and suffer and die for our sins? Such gifts are be- 
yond price. 

But the very fact of salvation being free, leaves 
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every one absolutely without excuse for not ac- 
cepting it. Even a child can take a gift. No one 
needs to understand the place and process of min- 
ing in order to be enriched by a bag of gold, or 
to be acquainted with all the mysteries of organic 
chemistry to be benefited by a meal of wholesome 
food. It must be noted as a most important fact in 
God’s plan of salvation that no soul is condemned 
simply for wrong-doing and breaking the command- 
ments, but rather for the rejection of Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and Lord. “This is the condemna- 
tion, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light.” 

Let us note, in the second place, that this grace 
of God is sufficient. Sufficient both to save and to 
keep. When I was a child, I used to worry a great 
deal for fear that some morning the sun would for- 
get to rise; but as I have grown older, I have found 
that it is always on time, and never a moment late. 
God always keeps His promises. 

The president of a great institution of learning 
was telling me one day his experience in the found- 
ing of that school. Its wealthy patron had given 
a liberal sum of money for its aid. “ But,” said 
the president, “ while the work was progressing, 
the thought used often to come to me, supposing 
our rich friend would cease giving, leaving our 
buildings unfinished, our equipment partly unpaid 
for and the salary of our teachers unprovided. 
These thoughts cost me no little worry and anx- 
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iety, until one day our donor came into my office 
and said, ‘Perhaps you have feared some time lest 
I should weary of giving for this school. I want 
to set your mind at ease upon this point. I 
would rather lose my entire business than see this 
school suffer for lack of funds. I have confidence 
in you and whenever you need any amount, feel 
free to draw upon me.” Said the president, 
«“ Naturally I have had no concern about this since. 
I knew he was as good as his word.” 

Our faith in God must combine two elements : 
a belief in His willingness to save and also His 
power to save. Neither one of these would be of 
benefit without the other. You might believe that 
a certain prince or emperor undoubtedly had power. 
to give you great wealth, yet it would not be forth- 
coming because he probably lacked the desire. On 
the other hand, some intimate friend might be more 
than willing to grant your request, but he lacked 
the ability. But with our heavenly Father, neither 
is wanting. Divine love has manifested its desire 
to save, and divine omnipotence its power. Wher- 
ever there is a need, divine wisdom has also pro- 
vided a supply. We see this in the natural world. 
If God places a polar bear in the arctic region of ice 
and snow, He gives him a warm fur coat to protect 
him from the cold. The natives can unmistakably 
predict the approach of an unusually severe winter 
by the especial thickness of the fur. If the Creator 
places a dweller in the tropics, beneath the burning » 
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of the equatorial sun, He gives him the fruit juices 
to cool the fever heat in his blood and the broad 
palm leaves for refreshing shade. The dweller in 
the malarial swamps finds that God has hid beneath 
the bark of a tree a remedy for the disease. And 
we who dwell in the temperate zone find the forests 
for fuel and, hidden in the earth, the oil and 
coal to heat and light our dwellings. Judging from 
the past experience of the race, as man grows in 
knowledge and enlightenment, we can reasonably 
conjecture that wherever in nature there is a demand, 
divine provision has been made for its satisfaction. 

Now let us apply this same principle to spiritual 
affairs. In this twelfth chapter of Second Corin- 
thians, Paul had been speaking about his thorn in 
the flesh. He said it was a messenger of Satan to 
buffet him, lest he should be exalted overmuch on 
account of the abundance of the revelation which 
had been given him. Some think this thorn in the 
flesh was semi-paralysis or defect of sight. It may 
have been, yet Paul does not say so. Some think 
it was a bad temper and others some enemy that 
was injuring his work. But no matter what this 
thorn in the flesh was, the apostle shows his wis- 
dom in not specifying it, for it might have been 
any one of a thousand different things. 

Surely every soul that has ever taken inventory 
of itself finds its own thorn in the flesh, and thus 
each one of us is enabled to sympathize with Paul 
in his suffering and affliction. He said that he 
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asked thrice that this thorn might be taken away, 
but God answered his prayer by refusing his re- 
quest. This is often the best way to answer our 
petitions. If we always got what we asked for, for 
some of us it would entail endless ruin and disaster. 
But God said unto him, “ My grace is sufficient for 
thee ; for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Surely we have cause to praise God that Paul had 
his thorn in the flesh. If he had not, he never 
would have had the abundance of divine grace that 
was given him to overcome it. And the thing 
which seemed a curse, proved not only a blessing 
to him but to all the generations since, It was 
given to him to see clearly into the philosophy of 
suffering, and in his sublime faith and gratitude he 
exclaims, “ Most gladly therefore, will I rather glory 
in my infirmities that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, 
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in dis- 
tresses for Christ’s sake, for when I am weak, then 
am I strong.” 

You remember Elijah had a similar experience 
when Jezebel sought to take his life. He prayed 
God that he might die. It is almost pathetic to see 
this brave prophet, who had faced a host of ene- 
mies, weeping in discouragement. Yet it is such 
touches as this that make us appreciate that these 
men were of like passions and weaknesses as the 
rest of us. God answered his prayer by refusing 
his request. He wanted to take Elijah up into 
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heaven in a chariot of fire, and that was vastly bet- 
ter than letting him die under a juniper tree. 

«“ Well,’ says some one, “I admit that, as a gen- 
eral rule, this is true. That the grace of God 
is sufficient to save from sin and to keep amid the 
difficulties of life. But my caseis peculiar. I have 
more trials and temptations than others.” Suppos- 
ing this to be true, let us note in the third place 
the direction of grace. God says, “My grace is 
sufficient for ¢hee.’ This is much better than if 
there had come to you a personal message, that is 
with your own name. You might have said it was 
meant for some one else with the same name, but 
when it says that God’s grace is sufficient for zee, 
no matter what your character or condition, the 
promise is universal. 

« Are you a Christian?” I asked one evening a 
man in an after-service. 

« Oh, no,” he replied, “I am nota Christian. I 
could not be a Christian; I am a railroad man.” 

Said I, “ That makes no difference. God loves 
you just the same and is just as willing to help and 
Save you as any one else.” 

« But,” said he, “I am a switchman, surrounded 
every day by profane and ungodly men. It would 
be impossible for me to live a Christian life.” 

“ Well,” I replied, “you are the very man that 
needs Christ. Supposing some cold winter morn- 
ing when you knew you had to work outdoors in 
an exposed place, you would say to your wife, ‘I 
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guess I’ll not wear my overcoat to-day, and will 
put on my thin clothing.’’”’ He looked up at me 
in amazement and answered: 

«“T’m not such a fool that I would talk that way. 
If I had an especially cold place to work, I would 
wear more clothing, rather than less.” 

“Now, my friend,’ I responded, “why do you 
not use that same good sense in religion? If you 
have especial trials and temptations and difficulties, 
do you not suppose God knows about it? Do you 
think that He would ask you to do anything that 
you could not do, and would allow you to be placed 
in a position where He would not give you help to 
overcome? Hehas said, ‘ Where sin abounds, there 
grace much more abounds.’ ” 

“T never saw it that way before,’ he exclaimed, 
and that evening he received the grace of God in 
the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, as his Helper 
and Saviour. 

Now in concluding the consideration of this 
special theme, I wish to press home upon your 
own conscience this great truth; that you, per- 
sonally, need the grace of God. You need God’s 
grace for salvation. We have nothing of our own 
with which to blot out our sins on that great day, 
when every one must give an account of himself to 
God. If you have not Christ, no matter though 
you may have wealth and works, kind friends and 
culture, yet from the eternal standpoint you have 
nothing ; “ for by grace are ye saved, through faith, 
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and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” 
There is no other way. 

But there is something additional that I especially 
want to urge and that is that you need the grace of 
God, not only for eternity, but for now. You need 
that grace in the day of adversity. Everything 
may be pleasant and prosperous for to-day, but 
how little does any of us know what will come to- 
morrow. The wheel of fortune turns around very 
rapidly in this world and he that is now at the top 
of the scale may very soon be at the bottom. And 
in that time of darkness and of difficulty, without 
divine help your soul must make sad shipwreck. 
Just as Joseph, in the seven years of plenty, stored 
up for the seven of famine, so, in the time of oppor- 
tunity, be laying up treasure where moth and rust 
cannot corrupt nor thieves break through and steal. 
The saddest and bitterest poverty is soul poverty. 
There is no pauper quite so abject and hopeless as 
the one who, although possessing rank and wealth, 
is a Spiritual pauper. 

You need also the grace of God in the time of 
prosperity. It seems the natural thing when clouds 
come over our sky to seek divine aid, but when the 
sunshine of fortune is smiling upon our pathway, 
we are apt to become proud and hard of heart. It 
often takes more grace to withstand prosperity than 
adversity. In the prosperous days you need that 
power to keep you gentle and humble that God 
may guide and use you. 
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Further, in the time of temptation also we need 
the grace of God. And who of us is not tempted? 
The business man, amid the sharp, unscrupulous 
competition of the modern commercial world when 
so many are cutting corners, needs every day the 
help that Christ.alone can give to keep his life and 
conduct perpendicular. “If there were no here- 
after,” said a clean, clear-thinking man to me, “I 
would be a Christian for the benefit this religion 
gives to one right here and now.” If anything 
on earth is practical, this is practical. The wife 
and mother in like manner needs the grace of God. 
Amid the thousand little perplexities that are con- 
stantly arising to worry and to wear in the manage- 
ment of the home and the care of the active, rest- 
less children of the modern household, she needs 
the aid which comes only by personal commun- 
ion with the personal Christ to make and keep 
her life sweet and loving and gentle. The young 
need God’s grace also as well as the old. In the 
formative period of life, the most important battles 
are lost or won. To none does temptation come 
with stronger power than to the youth. No matter 
what may be the natural strength of moral charac- 
ter, every young man and young woman must have 
the help which only Christ can offer that they may 
form the ideals of true manhood and womanhood, 
and shun the snares and pitfalls which abound on 
every hand. 

And lastly, all need this same grace in the hour 
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of sorrow. Stricken from health and strength, you 
may be brought in a moment to weakness and suf- 
fering. Finding your fondest hopes crushed and 
your most cherished ambition thwarted, then noth- 
ing else can avail. Yea, when you stand at the bed- 
side of a dying friend, or by the coffin and the open 
grave of the one you loved dearer than the ruddy 
drops that gather about your sad heart, all other 
things seem so absolutely poor and impotent to 
comfort and sustain. 

I know a lady, a social leader, who was a member 
of the Church, but had never yielded her life to 
Christ or entered into the possession of the bless- 
ing that He alone can give. Her pastor, realizing 
her lack, often spoke to her kindly and urged her 
to let Christ have His way in her heart. Butina 
frivolous manner she would reply, “ Oh, some time 
I am going to be a genuine Christian, but I think I 
am getting along well enough as Iam now.” But 
one day the pastor was called intothat home. The 
little boy had met with an accident and when he 
entered the sick-room, though the doctors and 
nurses were there, he noted the absence of the 
mother. The little fellow looked up into his face 
and said, “ Where’s mamma? I want my mamma.” 
He went to seek for the mother. He found her in 
the kitchen, surrounded by the friends and neigh- 
bors, as she sat with her head buried in her hands. 
She was absolutely crushed. That evening, God in 
His mercy called the little sufferer home, but he 
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died without the comforting word and the consoling 
touch which only mother couldbring. In that hour 
when she needed the sustaining grace of God, having 
so often thrust it aside, she was unable now either to 
receive it or offer to others loving ministry. Many 
a time since, has the pastor entered that home, but 
never has he seen upon that woman’s face a smile. 
All the joy and light have gone out of her life. 
Contrast this with another instance: When a 
pastor in a great city, I hada friend living in another 
section who had a beautiful little girl, a remarkably 
bright child, seven years of age. Often had she 
come into our home and sung sweet Gospel songs 
with that childish voice, almost angelic. One day 
I received word from this friend saying that the 
daughter had been stricken down with diphtheria 
and before I could get over to that part of the city, 
he himself came to our home and told us that the 
child was dead. On account of the nature of the 
disease, it was impossible to have any service in the 
home, but with some of the singers and friends from 
our own church, we went over that afternoon to the 
cemetery. After the little casket had been lowered 
into the grave and the Scripture read, a prayer 
had been offered and the singers had sung, after the 
grave was filled and the mound was made above, 
that Christian father and mother knelt by it and 
there was enacted one of the most touching scenes 
I have ever witnessed. That friend poured forth 
his heart to God in prayer. He thanked the 
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heavenly Father for the seven beautiful years that 
they had had the presence and companionship of 
the dear child, and though their hearts were bleed- 
ing with sorrow, he exclaimed, “Oh, Father, we 
trust her in Thy care! We know that with Thee 
she will be better off than she could have been with 
us. Help us to live such earnest Christian lives 
that we may be worthy to meet Thee and her in 
heaven.” 

That is success. It is the greatest success that 
can come this side of the grave. He manifested 
the blessing of sustaining grace. Do not pass 
this thought aside. Sooner than you think, in 
some form, you, yourself, will experience a similar 
need. God grant that if you have not already, 
even now you may seek that grace in the presence 
and power of the personal Saviour. For the law 
came by Moses, but grace and truth come through 
Jesus Christ. 


IV 


Ability and Responsibility 


“And to whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be re- 
quired: and to whom they commit much, of him will they ask 
the more.”—Luke 12. g8. 


HE question was once asked Daniel 
Webster, what was the greatest thought 
that could occupy the human mind. 

After spending a moment in silent meditation, he 
replied, “ Unquestionably it is the soul’s personal 
responsibility to God.” Love and justice are su- 
preme divine attributes. Love gives, but justice re- 
quires. Divine grace bestows upon each soul those 
qualities and opportunities best adapted to promote 
its permanent good. But our heavenly Father is a 
strict accountant. In His economy, He will allow 
nothing to be wasted. The misuse, disuse, or abuse 
of any opportunity results in its being taken away 
from its possessor and bestowed upon some one 
who will use it aright. 

At the close of the Revolutionary War, the 
thirteen colonies were possessed with legislative and 
judicial departments, but no executive. There was 
no central authority, consequently they were held 
together as by a rope of sand. There is not this 
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weakness in the government of God. He is Sover- 
eign as well as Saviour. Not one jot nor one tittle 
shall escape from the law until all shall be fulfilled. 
Every transgression must carry with it proportionate 
penalty. No one is exempt from the operation and 
application of this authority. Even grace does not 
eliminate the law of God, any more than building 
the second story of a house destroys the first story. 
Through grace, man keeps divine commandments 
by his own choice; yet if he does violate these 
enactments, the law is operative against him. I 
cannot explain nor comprehend what it means to 
be confined in the eternal prison house of doom and 
despair. What it means to be cast out into outer 
darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Finite language is impotent to express in- 
finite conditions. Every one must give an account 
- of himself at that day. “ For God shall bring every 
work into judgment with every hidden thing, 
whether it be good or whether it be evil.” 

Viewed from the divine standpoint, human 
responsibility is the composite of three factors. 
The first is the one usually recognized, namely, 
natural talent or ability. It is held as true by 
some that the totals of individual capabilities are 
equal. That, if a man has fewer talents than 
another, they are proportionately greater in quantity 
and power. They cite such cases as Laura Bridge- 
man, the blind mute. Although she lacked the 
faculty of speech, and senses of hearing and sight, it 
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is said that her sense of touch was so acute that she 
could discern the different colors by her finger-tips. 
But whether it be true or not, that abilities are equal, 
one thing is evident; all have some natural talent, 
and God will call us to account, not for what we 
have not but for what we have. 

The second element of this measure of responsi- 
bility is the opportunity we have for developing our 
inherited talents. By this we can see that a person 
possessed of less native ability might be justly held 
more responsible on account of greater opportunity 
for its cultivation. The conditions of climate and 
showers and soil have much to do with the germi- 
nation of seed and the growth of the plant. Judged 
by this second condition, the responsibility of those 
living amid the opportunities of our present civiliza- 
tion are exceedingly great. More, also, is expected 
of individuals in every department of life to-day 
than in the generations of the past. The fact of 
rapid strides in the progress of science and inven- 
tions has, of necessity, raised all human standards. 
No teacher could employ the plans and methods of 
even twenty years ago, and be counted among the 
most successful. A prominent physician told his 
servant the other day to take to the attic all text- 
books on medicine and surgery over ten years old. 
Coke or Littleton, or even our own Chief Justice 
Marshall would be amazed at the great mass of legal 
learning essential for practice in any of the courts 
of our land. We can rightly and reasonably expect 
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that if the world is increasing and raising its re- 
quirements for ordinary affairs on account of greater 
opportunities for knowledge, in like manner, spir- 
itual responsibility is proportionately increased. 

So often has this excuse been urged in palliation 
for not being a Christian, “ No, I have never accepted 
Christ, but I had a most excellent Christian father 
and mother.” But when this is viewed aright, it 
means that the responsibility of that one is far 
greater than those without such training. 

One Sunday morning, some years ago, it was my 
privilege to speak at a mission in one of the poorest 
districts in a great city. It was a bitterly cold Jan- 
uary day and the poor fellows had crowded into 
that warm room not so much for the purpose of 
attending the service as to get temporary relief 
from the intense cold. While standing by the stove 
before the meeting began, one dejected man said to 
me, “ Are you the one that is going to speak to 
us this morning?” I said, “I believe I am, sir.” 
“ Well, sir,” said he, “let me tell you. Don’t talk 
to us about hell. We know about that already. 
There is none of us but what has tasted of that in 
this world ; but if there is any hope for us or any 
way out, let us know.” The result was I changed 
my subject on the spot and took as my text 
Isaiah 55:1, “ Ho,every one that thirsteth come © 
ye to the waters and he that hath no money come 
ye, buy and eat.” In that talk, I endeavored to 
present as clearly as I could the parental compas- 
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sion and interest which the Creator has for every 
human being. 

At the close of the message we had a testimony 
service. Many that had lately begun their Chris- 
tian life told of the blessings they had already re- 
ceived. In the midst of this part of the service, 
this same man, who had spoken to me at the begin- 
ning, arose and said, “I have been listening to the 
speaker tell us about the love of God, and compar- 
ing it to the love of a father and mother. Now if 
that is what God’s love is, I don’t want any of it in 
mine. My mother ran off and left home when I 
was but three years old and I have never seen her 
since. My father was a drunkard and pounded and 
kicked me around ever since I can remember. I 
am no Christian,” said he, “I make no profession 
of religion,” but now his voice quivered in his in- 
tense earnestness, “but I tell you, fellows, I never 
have had a chance.” As I looked at that man, 
grown old by sin more than by years with his face 
seamed and scarred with dissipation yet strong with 
its possibilities, I thought surely a just Judge would 
call many of us who have had greater opportunities 
to account for vastly more than He would that man. 
The very meaning of responsibility is the ability to 
respond. 

The third element of our accountability is our 
opportunity for service unto others. Had we been 
thrown Crusoe-like upon some desert island we 
might from this fact claim much exemption. But 
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living as we are in the midst of the opportunities 
and possibilities of our modern life, surrounded on all 
hands by suffering and need, no one can plead a lack 
of avenues for the exercise of hispowers. The need 
now is not so much position for preparation as it is 
preparation for position. If great fields for human 
activity have been disclosed along commercial and 
professional lines, it is none the less true in the 
realm of the moral and spiritual. It is better to 
live to-day with the manifold possibilities for service 
than to have sat in that upper room at Pentecost. 
Invention has girded the earth with bands and 
tracks of iron and steel so that the entire world is 
almost a neighborhood. Calcutta and Peking are 
nearer New York to-day than Philadelphia was a 
century ago. The rise or fall of any land or people 
must have its corresponding influence upon every 
other. No man liveth unto himself nor dieth unto 
himself. In the time when the large proportion of 
our people lived in sparsely settled rural districts, 
the influence of the one upon the other was com- 
paratively small, But now, as men are crowded 
into great cities, with all the interdependence of 
commercial, industrial and social life, the possibili- 
ties for retrogression and injury, and likewise for 
usefulness and beneficence are vastly multiplied. 
But some are trying to excuse themselves from 
responsibility by saying, “I make no profession of 
religion.” But this does not decrease one whit our 
accountability. No one of us is to be judged by 
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his profession but by his opportunities. “ Unto 
him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, it 
is sin.’ Some seem to think that as long as they 
make no claim of being Christians they can do as 
they please. But becoming a Christian does not 
increase our load, it simply helps us to bear the 
burdens we already have. 

And others, too, make excuses by saying that 
their talents are not spiritual in their nature. Yet 
God does not call us to account for the kind of our 
ability, it is for the quantity of our ability. «Unto 
whom much is given will much be required.” 
There is no faculty that cannot render valuable 
service. Religion is not a peculiar kind of work, 
but it is a peculiar way of doing all kinds of work. 
Supposing, for example, a young man plans in his 
earlier career to become a foreign missionary, but as 
he studies more carefully into his character and 
capabilities, he finds that the bent of his talents is 
towards a commercial, rather than a clerical life. He 
goes into banking and succeeds in earning a large 
salary. Now, judged from the standard of God, not 
of man, has this one any more right to use ten thou- 
sand dollars a year simply for his own ease and en- 
joyment than if he were a missionary on six hundred 
dollars a year? In other words, has his change of 
profession in any sense altered his accountability to 
God? The minister in the pulpit has no more re- 
sponsibility for the salvation of the ungodly, than 
the man of equal ability in the pew. 
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There is no kind of talent that God cannot use to 
advantage. I sometimes envy the business man 
his opportunity to go forth and earn money for 
Christian work. Ten such men in the East sup- 
ported for several years a Christian worker in 
American colleges. Through the efforts and influ- 
ence of this work hundreds of college men were 
won to Christ. Who can say that the reward 
does not just as truly belong to the business man 
who toiled to keep the worker in the field as to him 
who had the talent for public speaking, and saw 
more directly the results of his endeavors? Buta 
general acceptance on the part of Christian people 
of this great truth, that God will hold each one 
responsible for his talent, no matter what its kind, 
would revolutionize modern Christianity. Wesee 
then that all alike are under this great law. There 
are no exceptions. It cannot be evaded or avoided. 

Is there, then, any freedom from the burden, any 
method of lightening the load? Praise God, there 
is; for, if not, the weight would be unendurable. 
First, we lighten this burden by imbibing a love for 
service. You remember the operation of this princi- 
ple in the experience of Jacob, “ And Jacob served . 
seven years for Rachel and they seemed unto him 
but a few days for the love he had for her.” Love 
smooths the rough places and makes the hard tasks 
easy. If a musical scholar must sit at the instru- 
ment practicing for hours simply from necessity, it 
is slavery. But when he catches the spirit of music 
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the burden rolls away. Our greatest inventor was 
asked how he achieved such great successes. He 
replied, “ Because I never watch the clock.” A 
liberal education is a love for learning for its own 
sake. What man ever kisses his wife or children 
simply from a sense of duty? He would be indeed 
a pitiable husband and father. 

A little girl was carrying a baby along the street ; 
and the load seemed much beyond her strength. 
Some one said to her, “ My child, I should think 
that baby would break your back. He is almost as 
big as you are. Doesn’t he make you tired?” 
«Oh, no,” she replied, as her face beamed with 
pleasure, “he’s not heavy, he’s my brother!” 

In the second place, we lighten the load of re- 
sponsibility by adding to our strength. There are 
two ways in which God can bear our burdens ; one 
by removing them, and the other by giving us the 
power to bear our own burdens. ‘The latter is by 
far the greater way. The teacher who solves the 
problems for his scholars is not nearly so helpful as 
she who imparts to them the method by which they 
can reach their own solutions. Supposing a laborer 
were trying to move a huge stone and you would 
bring hima lever and fulcrum. He would look up 
amazed and say, “ Do you want to increase my 
burden? I have more than I can lift now.” But 
quickly you give him a practical illustration of the 
value of your gift. Jesus said, “Come unto Me, 
and I will give you rest.” This was not rest from 
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toil but rest in toil. The plain teaching that God 
has for each man a work, not only here but here- 
after, saves us from the thought of monotony in 
heaven. Jesus tells us that we gain this rest not by 
shirking our duty but by taking His yoke. Liter- 
ally He said, “« My yoke is advantageous.” With it, 
they can do a work they could not possibly do 
without it. 

Herbert Spencer has said that there is always 
pain in the exercise of an underfed muscle, and 
pleasure in the exercise of an overfed and under- 
worked muscle. When the power of the Holy 
Spirit fills the soul, Christian service is no more an 
irksome duty, but a genuine delight. Matthew 
Arnold says that poetry, to be poetry, must be 
inevitable. A true poet does not write simply for 
so much a line, that is a prostitution of talent. To 
be a poet at all, one must write because he cannot 
help it. Like Paul in his ministry, being imbued 
with divine might, he exclaims, “ Woe is unto me, 
if 1 preach not the Gospel.” Such service is as spon- 
taneous as the falling of the rain, or the warbling of 
the lark, or the gushing of the mountain stream that 
sings and sparkles to the sea. At Pentecost when 
the disciples were filled with the Spirit they began 
to speak. Testimony was no longer mere duty or 
drudgery, it was a desire and delight. 

And in the last place, how may we be free from 
the burdens of responsibility? By viewing them in 
the light of opportunities. Paul enslaved by the 
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old nature exclaims, ‘ Who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?” and when the conscious- 
ness of delivery comes he replies, “ The law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free.” 
Christ must be in us, not only imparting His love 
and strength, but likewise His willing spirit of 
obedience to the Father. In the consideration of 
humanity’s great need and our privilege to share 
with our Master the supplying of that need, there 
will come showers out of the clouds and pleasures 
out of toil. 

In a period of industrial depression, I was speak- 
ing with a pastor of a large parish in one of the 
poorer districts of a factory community. With a 
purpose of sympathy I said, “ You surely must have 
a heavy load resting on your shoulders in these 
days.” His reply I have never forgotten. “Do 
you call this a burden?” said he. “ Why, nothing 
could be a greater mistake. It is a regular gold 
mine. We have not had such a chance for years to 
reach the hearts of the people of our neighborhood. 
Scores are becoming interested in the church and 
the Christian life in these days of adversity that 
never could have been reached in times of pros- 
perity.” 

Henry Clay is said to have been seen once stand- 
ing in a meditative mood upon a summit of the 
Alleghanies. He seemed to be in the attitude of 
listening, and some one asked him, “ Mr. Clay, what 
do you hear?” «TI hear,” said he, “ the tramping 
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of the untold legions of future generations.” Do 
you want to lighten the load of your own grief? 
Do you want to have the consciousness that no 
longer are you under the crushing burden of re- 
sponsibility ? Put down your ear and hear the sad 
wail of human souls, hungry for sympathy, groping 
blindly in the dark. Feel that to you has been 
given the glorious privilege of picking the fruits of 
the Spirit from the gardens of God, and distributing 
them to a needy world. “ Unto whom much is 
given, from him will much be required.” I can, 
therefore I ought. I ought, therefore I must. I 
must, therefore I will. 


V 


Witnessing for Christ 


« But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon 
you, and ye shall be My witnesses.”—Ac¢s 7-8. 


| HE close of Christ’s earthly ministry had 
come. For three years He had been en- 
deavoring by precept and example to 
impress upon His disciples the great truths He had 
come into the world to impart. He had spoken as 
never man spake. He had wrought works which 
had been the marvel of His generation ; and, as He 
had predicted, He had gone up to Jerusalem, and 
had been set at nought by the scribes and chief 
priests and elders. He had endured the scourging, 
and the fearful death upon the cross, and after three 
days had come forth triumphant from the grave. 
Then for forty days longer He taught His disciples 
the things pertaining to the central truth of His 
ministry, the kingdom of God. It was then He led 
His disciples out on the mountainside, and they 
realized the supreme moment had come. The 
greatest word was yet to be uttered. 

It would be as if you stood on the railway plat- 
form to bid farewell to a friend, about to start on a 
long journey. The engineer is waiting for the 
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conductor's signal tostart. Other words of impor- 
tance may have been spoken, but the greatest is kept 
for the last. Or it would be as if you stood by the 
bedside of a dying friend. The last word murmured 
before the soul winged its flight would be treasured 
up in your heart forever. Now amore than usual 
brightness fills the Master’s eye; a wonderful halo 
encompasses Him about, and with that last look of 
tenderness and love He exclaims, “ Ye shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit is come upon you, and 
ye shall be My witnesses.” 

Let us consider first the greatness of the honor of 
witnessing for Jesus. When Richard Coeur de Leon 
went forth upon the great crusade, he left in charge 
of the government William Longchamp, Bishop of 
Ely. He was to sit upon the royal throne, on his 
head was to be the crown, in his hand the sceptre. 
He was to receive the honor and homage of the 
people just as if the king himself were there. We 
have in law a privilege called the power of attorney. 
When a man wishes to be absent from his business 
for some time, he can leave in the hands of a trusted 
friend the managing of his affairs. The one to 
whom this power has been granted can transfer real 
estate, sign checks and mortgages, employ and dis- 
charge workmen; in fact is impowered to do every- 
thing the same as if the owner himself were there 
in person. 

It has always been a great honor to be an ambas- 
sador from America to any of the great European 
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countries. No one would deem it a small matter to 
represent the President of the United States at the 
court of St. James, or before other mighty nations. 
But to you and me, as disciples of Christ, has been 
given a far greater honor than any of these, It is 
our commission from the lips of the Master Him- 
self: “ As Thou hast sent Me into the world, even 
so have I sent them into the world.” If any one 
can understand the relation that the ministry of 
Jesus bore to the mind of the Father, then he can 
comprehend the greatness of the commission which 
Jesus has entrusted to each one of His disciples. I 
like the German word for “ Christians.” It is liter- 
ally “ Christs.” Ina peculiar sense we are to stand 
in the place of our Master before the world. We 
have been given a power of attorney from the King 
of kings. We have been appointed ministers pleni- 
potentiary and ambassadors extraordinary from the 
high court of heaven. 

But not only great is the honor, but great is the 
responsibility of witnessing for Jesus. During His 
earthly ministry, the evangelization of the world had 
been but begun. And now the entire enterprise 
was to devolve upon the shoulders of His disciples. 
How gigantic indeed was that undertaking! It was 
enough to cause the stoutest hearts to quail, But 
the bearing of responsibility always brings a bless- 
ing. You have seen the oldest son of a family, who 
perhaps has seemed thoughtless and almost frivo- 
lous. But his father dies, and he is left with the 
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charge of his mother and the younger children, and 
the management of the business. How remarkably 
the bearing of the burden develops his character. 
Every teacher can bear testimony to this truth. 
When you were in college or university, you thought 
you had gained a good grasp upon the different 
subjects of study, but not until you got out of school 
and endeavored to impart these factsto others did you 
get to understand them in a truly thorough manner. 

Our heavenly Father might have planned some 
other way for the salvation of the world. He 
might have sent the angel Gabriel, the archangel 
Michael, and a host of heavenly beings to do this 
work. Why did He not do it? He wanted you 
and me to have the blessing which comes from 
service. Burden bearing gives soul strength and 
growth that can be obtained in no other way. We 
often talk of the debt that children owe their par- 
ents. Do we ever stop to think that the discipline 
is reciprocal? ‘The parents in taking the care and 
giving the instruction derive perhaps fully as much 
benefit as do the children. 

But not only is the responsibility great for wit- 
nessing for Christ, but also great is the opportunity. 
No wonder there was earnestness and enthusiasm 
on the part of the disciples. Viewing the great 
mass of mankind without hope of salvation, they 
felt as one would feel if he was in a famine district 
and was possessed of great exhaustless granaries of 
‘precious grain. Or if the multitudes were dying 
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about him with some pestilence and he had dis- 
covered a remedy that would heal the malady. 
Would there not be zeal in trying to save the 
thousands? They had got the spirit from the 
Christ Himself, something that is greatly needed in 
our own day; an enthusiasm for humanity. Ear- 
nestness is always attractive. When the Christian 
realizes that the life away from Christ in every sense 
is lost, and that to him has been given the only 
cure for spiritual disease and death, then will he 
show the Master’s spirit which exclaims, “ I must be 
about My Father’s business.” 

We are now led to consider in what ways every 
soul can witness for Jesus. In the first place, we 
can witness by our words. This is the way the 
apostles witnessed at Pentecost. The Word of God 
has distinctly said that it is by the foolishness of 
preaching (not the preaching of foolishness) that 
God has seen fit to save them which believe. This 
was how Stephen witnessed, and he did it so effect- 
ively that the only way they could stop his in- 
fluence was to kill him. It was by this method that 
Philip witnessed when he went down into Samaria, 
and by his words there was started such a great re- 
vival that Peter and John had to come to help him. 

In our day we are getting away from this form of 
testimony. The dumb demon seems to have taken 
possession in many of our churches. As some one 
has said, many are like the rivers that flow into the 
North Sea—frozen at the mouth. In spiritual mat- 


Witnessing for Christ 85 


ters they are tongue-tied; upon other things their 
tongues seem indeed to be tied, but tied in the 
middle, wagging both ways. A person can always 
talk about the thing he is interested in. That will 
be on his lips which is uppermost in his mind. 
When the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost, they spoke with other tongues. It 
was not only a change of language, but also a 
change of theme. 

But we can witness for Jesus also by our works. 
This is a very practical age in which we are living. 
People are asking in everything: What is it worth? 
Usually in our land the form of the question is, 
What did it cost? That was a noble utterance of 
King David, “I will not offer unto the Lord that 
which costs me nothing.” The reason why many 
people have no more interest in religion is because 
they have no more capital to draw interest upon. 
In the critical spirit of these days, everything is 
compelled to pass through the crucible analysis. 
We do not want our religion to escape this test. 
If it is not worth anything the sooner we find it out 
the better. The world is asking us to make good. 
«“ What do ye more than others?” They will not 
be satisfied with mere professions and theories, they 
want results. Christ makes the same demand. 
« Why call ye Me Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I say?” “ Every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the 
fire.” 
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Opportunities for this kind of testimony are much 
more numerous than the most of us realize. A 
young lady came to me at the close of an afternoon 
Service and seemed very enthusiastic to do some 
Christian work. “If I knew what to do,” she said, 
“ IT would be glad to do it.” « Well,” said I,“ I am 
told that there are many young mothers in this 
neighborhood that are not able to get out to any 
of the meetings. It would be an excellent plan if 
some of you Christian girls would go and offer your 
Services to these mothers to remain with the little 
ones while they attend the meetings.” The young 
lady looked very much surprised at my suggestion ; 
she seemed to say, “ Why, do you know who I am? 
I am a graduate of a great university! I come from 
one of the wealthiest homes in the city! You 
surely would not expect me to do a work like this! 
The children might have dirty hands and soil my 
fine gown!” In a few moments she turned and 
went away having lost entirely her desire for 
Christian work. There is nothing she could 
have done to show more effectively the spirit of 
Christ. 

“Is the sermon done?” said a late comer to 
church one morning to an old Scotchwoman near 
the door. “Nae, nae,” she replied. «It is ended, 
but it will not be doon until it is doon by you and 
me after we get home.” 

But there is another form of testimony far greater 
than either of these. It is witnessing by our lives. 
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You might have Christian fruit without a Christian 
fruit tree. You might tie apples or pears on a 
maple but that would not make an apple or a pear 
tree. But you cannot have a truly Christian life 
without its evidence in Christian works. The cause 
guarantees the effect. Greater than anything we 
can say or do is what we are. It is what Phillips 
Brooks meant by the “ man behind the sermon.” 
People are tired of buying goods from catalogues, 
they want to see samples. You talk about being 
saved. What have you been saved from? Itisa 
glorious thing to be truly saved, but one is not 
saved in his sins, but from his sins. Apply the test 
to your own life. Are you as selfish, are you as 
sour, aS you were before you became a Christian ? 
Are you as avaricious and penurious? Do you 
give way as frequently to appetite and passion? 
If so, then you have not been saved as you ought 
to be saved. : 

In an after-service one evening I asked a young 


man if he was a Christian. “ No,” he said, “1 am 
not.” Said I, “ My friend, would you mind telling 
me why you are not a Christian?” “ Well,” said 


he, “I will confide to you something I believe I 
have never told any one before. I was raised by 
professed Christian parents and it was from their 
lives that I conceived a great prejudice against 
Christianity. I cannot answer your logic and the 
reasons why one should be a Christian, but that 
prejudice has become so deeply imbedded in my 
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nature that it would be very hard for me to over- 
come it and attempt to change my life.’ 

“JT cannot hear what you say,” said Emerson, 
“ when what you are is buzzing about my head and 
speaking so loudly in my ears.” I would like to 
have the testimony of a man’s wife before being sure 
of the genuineness of his Christian character, and 
in some instances I would like the testimony of 
the husband before being certain of the wife’s re- 
ligion. If, in politics, a person cares more for place 
and power than for principle; if in business more 
for money than for manhood; in society more for 
pleasure than for duty; if in the home more for 
gratification of appetite than for the welfare of 
loved ones; such a person, instead of being an 
exponent, is rather an opponent of the Gospel of 
Christ. 

It is a principle in the practice of law that the 
testimony that can be elicited from the witnesses 
of the opposition has double weight. It is not the 
openly vicious or criminal that is the most insidious 
foe to Christianity, it is rather the insincere and in- 
consistent professor. But on the other hand, noth- 
ing can withstand the witness of a godly life. The 
credentials of Christianity is the Christian. “And 
seeing the man that was healed standing with them, 
they could say nothing against it.” The proof of 
the Gospel is the healed man. Skeptics may an- 
swer your arguments, or ridicule your profession, 
but invincible as Gibraltar, and irresistible as the 
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fiat of the Almighty is the testimony of a genuinely 
Christlike personality. 

In a city where I was conducting meetings, I was 
entertained in the home of a widow who had four 
grown up sons living at home. While these boys 
were not as yet professed Christians, I noted their 
uniform kindness and respect to their mother. I 
was also impressed with another thing : they spoke 
so frequently of their father who had died about six 
months before. A life-size picture of him hung on 
the wall, and very often they would look at that 
face and speak of some noble trait of his character. 
I noticed that each evening as they returned from 
‘their offices, they would each go and drop a coin 
in a steel box standing on the mantel. I said to 
one of the sons in a half humorous way, “ Well, you 
boys are saving up money, are you, to get married 
on?” “Qh, no,” this young man replied, “ when 
father died we thought at first we would erecta 
monument over his grave at once; but after talking 
it over, we concluded it would help us keep his 
memory fresh in our minds if, each evening, we 
would drop a coin in this savings bank, and at the 
close of the year we would take the amount and 
buy the memorial.” | 

I was not surprised as the meetings progressed, 
to see one after another of these sons give his heart 
to Christ, until the last evening of the meetings, 
the youngest of the four came to the front, and 
confessed Jesus as his Saviour and Master. I was 
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detained at the church at the close of that service 
bidding the friends farewell and did not reach my 
lodging until after the sons had retired. I found 
the mother sitting with her face bathed in tears, and 
she said, “ This has been the happiest evening of 
my life! When the boys returned from the meeting 
and we came to the family worship, my oldest boy 
said, ‘ Mother, you know since father died you have 
had to conduct the family services alone. But we 
have been talking it over on the way home and we 
have decided to take our part. If you will let me 
have the Bible to-night, I will read a chapter and 
offer prayer; Jim says he will do it to-morrow 
night, and Henry the next evening, and Ed also 
has accepted Christ to-night and has promised to | 
take his turn.’ ” 

I am sure that the transformation in the lives of 
those young men was due not so much to my 
preaching, as to that mother’s prayers, and more- 
over to the memory of their Christian father. I 
would rather have it said by my children after I am 
dead and in my grave that they were Christians 
because their father was, than to have any other 
honor in this old world. Parents, we cannot all 
leave our families wealth or liberal education ; but 
to each has been given the privilege of leaving them 
that which in the years to come, in the midst of 
' trouble or temptation, will be worth to them vastly 
more than gems or jewels, lands or learning ;—the 
memory of a Godly character. 
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The reason that many can bear no effective wit- 
ness to the value of the Christian life is that they 
have never allowed Christ to have His way with 
them. They cannot testify as to what Christianity 
has done for them because they have never allowed 
it to do anything for them. When a witness is 
before the court, the judge and jury do not want to 
know what he has heard, but what he, individually, 
knows. It is the message of God to your soul that 
the world desires to hear. We are getting too far 
away in these days from the testimony service. 
In many prayer-meetings they take a subject, and 
pastor and people discuss and analyze it logically 
and biologically and theologically; but it is like 
striking a football, it is something apart from their 
lives. What practical benefit have you received 
personally, from the Gospel of Christ? It is b 
your answer to this question that you can hope to 
interest, impress and inspire a needy world. 

A Boston pastor tells of a locomotive fireman, 
formerly a notoriously wicked man who had been 
converted and joined his church. There was a dis- 
tinguished Harvard professor who attended his serv- 
ices, who had been known as a confirmed skeptic. 
Ata mid-week meeting when the professor was pres- 
ent, the converted fireman arose to give his testi- 
mony. “Come to Jesus,’ said the man, his face 
aglow with earnestness, “and Jesus will give you a 
boost!” The pastor was shocked at this inelegant 
use of language. Surely, said he to himself, that 
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professor will never come to our church again. 
But to his surprise, soon after that, this noted 
scholar applied for membership in the church, and 
gave evidence of genuine conversion. Some time | 
later the pastor asked the professor what sermon it 
was that had dispelled his doubts, and brought him 
to the point of acceptance and confession of Christ. 
«JT will have to say, pastor, it was no sermon of 
yours. Do you remember that fireman that gave a 
testimony in prayer-meeting? I had known how 
he formerly had been drunken, and had abused his 
family ; I found his life was transformed. Your 
arguments I could answer. But when he gave that 
exhortation, which I knew to be sincere, ‘Come to 
Jesus, for Jesus can give you a boost, there was 
an argument I could not answer. I realized that 
man possessed a power I did not have.” 

We must not forget that true witnessing will 
include hardship and sacrifice. What Jesus literally - 
said was, “ Ye shall be My martyrs.” In these last 
days we have separated this one word intotwo. A 
martyr is one who witnesses to the truth even at the 
cost of ease or position, or of life itself. It is going 
to take something more than the ordinary to arouse 
the great mass of lethargy and indifference of our 
times. The suffering of our missionaries in China, 
who have braved danger and death for their relig- 
ion, has done more to awaken that land to the 
value of Christianity than years of instruction and 
preaching. 
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Who has not been thrilled by the story of such 
heroes as Horace Pitkin, who stayed bravely at his 
post when the clouds were gathering thick and dark 
about him? To flee from danger, he deemed would 
be to weaken the cause in the eyes of the entire popu- 
lation, and to dishearten likewise the native converts. 
Said Dr. F. E. Clark, “ I saw him, shortly before the 
Boxer insurrection broke out, standing on the plat- 
form at the railway station full of enthusiasm and 

expectation, as he waved his handkerchief in fare- 
well to me, as I was starting on my journey to the 
London convention, Within two months, his 
headless body was carried by a heathen mob through 
the streets of that Chinese village.’ On the last 
night of his life, while the demons around the walls 
of the compound were clamoring for his blood, he 
entrusted to his native servant to be sent to his wife 
in America, this last message, “ When our little 
Horace is twenty-five years of age, it is his father’s 
wish that he come back to China and take up the 
work which I am laying down.” 

Such was the spirit also of that other missionary 
who was rescued from imminent death. “ Our 
Lord,” said he, “ must not have thought me worthy 
of a martyr’s crown,” We must have that same 
spirit evident in our homeland before we can see a 
great revival of religion sweeping over the conti- 
nent. Our churches need a baptism of persecution 
to bring out the martyr power and purge the dross 
from the gold. The call to discipleship has been 
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made so easy that it has become impotent, Christ 
appealed to the heroic. The preacher ought to 
summon souls to enlist for Christian service with 
the same fervor that a warrior would recruit a regi- 
ment. 

But let us note in the close of the consideration 
of this special subject that true witnessing for Christ 
is the result of a preceding cause. Many may say, 
“TI desire to be a witness for Jesus by my words 
and my works and my life, but how can I do it?” 
Jesus Himself told us, “ Ye shall receive power 
when the Holy Spirit is come upon you, and ye 
shall be My witnesses.” He does not say, “ You 
ought to be My witnesses,” or “ you must be,” or 
even “you can be”; but He does say that when 
you are endued with the power of the Holy Spirit, 
witnessing will certainly follow. This blessing is 
within the reach of all who are willing to pay the 
price. Some one has said, “ The cry of missions is 
like the cry of the highway robber: ‘ Your money 
—or your life!’” The cry of Christianity to-day is 
even a stronger appeal than that, it is, “ Your 
money and your life!” 

This equipment for service is indeed expensive. 
So many do not receive it because they are not will- 
ing to meet the conditions. It takes all that you have 
and are; it means unconditional surrender. No 
greater gift or opportunity was ever offered: “ The 
Holy Spirit whom God hath given to them that 
obey Him.” It is partnership with omnipotence. 
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You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit is 
come upon you. And like unto your Lord, who 
before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession, 
the influence of your testimony will extend not only 
to the Jerusalem of your own household, but also 
the Judea and Samaria of your neighborhood, and 
even unto the uttermost part of the earth. 


VI 
The Mastery of Self 


“Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one 
receiveth the prize? So run that ye may obtain. And every man 
that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they 
do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I 
therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that 
beateth the air: but I keep under my body, and bring it into sub- 
jection : lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should be a castaway.”—z Cor. 9 « 24-27. 

« Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath prom- 
ised to them that love Him.” —Fames 7 + 12, 


F I were to speak to you upon art I might in- 
terest the artist; upon finance, the banker; 
upon machinery, the mechanic; or upon agri- 

culture, the farmer. Yet perchance, the one would 
not be interested in the other theme. But we have 
a subject in which all should have a personal inter- 
est, for it touches directly every life. It is the 
struggle against temptation. All of us are tempted. 
We might imagine some weakling—a sort of goody, 
goody creature—that had no such battle to fight, 
but that certainly is not you or f. If we know our- 
selves as we ought to know ourselves, we will all 
hasten to admit the fact that we are tempted. 

And there is no sin in being tempted; the sin 
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comes in yielding to temptation. Luther said, « I 
cannot keep the birds from flying over my head 
but I can keep them from building nests in my 
hair.” It is only when the evil thought or desire 
is harbored and cherished that it becomes rooted, 
and grows into the poisonous tree of sin. No man 
is tempted of God. The epistle of James speaks a 
great truth when it says that God tempts no man, 
but each man is tempted when he is drawn away 
by his own desires. And this battle is notso much 
with forces outside the life, as it is with evils in 
the life. My greatest enemy is myself; if I can 
master him I need not fear others, “ He that ruleth 
his own spirit is greater than he that taketh a city.” 
For the man that can conquer himself can take a 
city or do any other great work for God. 

Each one of us finds within himself a higher and 
a lower nature struggling for the mastery. Every 
soul has both a Dr. Jekyll anda Mr. Hyde. And 
the very same element of character which, if turned 
in the right way, will make the life a power for 
good, if diverted in the wrong course, will make it 
just as great a power for evil. It was the same 
strength and quality which made David the sweet 
singer and psalmist of Israel that, turned awry, 
caused him to commit one of the blackest sins. 
Do you feel that you have a greater battle to fight 
against temptation than others? Then thank God 
for the fact, for it is the, richest soil that produces 
the greatest number of weeds. It seems the more 
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handles there are upon our lives by which the Lord 
can lift us up, the more there are by which the 
devil can drag us down. 

And let us never be lulled into a feeling that we 
are above temptation. The higher the moral and 
spiritual heights you scale, the more subtle and in- 
sinuating will be the schemes of the adversary to 
circumvent and conquer you. When we realize 
that even the Lord Jesus Himself, with His divine 
nature, was tempted in all points like as we are; it 
behooves each one of us to be constantly on his 
guard. In His battle in the wilderness, Jesus was 
in the midst of wild beasts, and yet there is no in- 
timation that His struggle was with them. His 
conflict was rather with Himself. - While it was 
literally true that He was tempted in all points, yet 
it is also true that there is one temptation that 
we have that He could not have had, and that 
is the temptation that comes after having 
yielded to temptation. He continued without 
sin, Jesus never knew what it was to fight a 
losing fight. 

Watkinson has imagined a biologist grafting in 
its pupa state a part of a butterfly on to a part of a 
spider. These grow to maturity and we have com- 
bined a passion for the sunshine and a love of dark- 
ness—a longing for roses and a thirst for blood. 
This is the picture of the struggle that is going on 
in every human heart between what the man is and 
what he ought to be. “ For I delight in the law of 
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God after the inward man: but I see another law in 
my members warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 
which is in my members.” 

But some one may ask, Why are we tempted? 
Could not our Creator have placed us in the world 
free from this conflict? Doubtless He could. Yet 
would that condition have proved a blessing? It is 
the act of man’s struggle with himself, this battle 
against temptation, by which he develops the 
strongest and highest nature. Innocence is purity 
plus ignorance; virtue is purity plus knowledge and 
conquest. Milton said, “I praise not that cloistered 
and sequestered virtue, unsullied and unbreathed, 
that goes not forth to meet its adversary ; but slinks 
from the race when the immortal garland is to be 
run for, not without dust and heat.” It is not the 
tree that grows in the midst of the forest, on all 
sides protected, that becomes the strongest; but 
rather the one that stands alone, that battles with 
the storms, whose fibres are toughened and whose 
_ roots get down beneath the granite. 

Talent may be developed in solitude, but charac- 
ter is the fruit of conflict. The Sandwich Islanders 
have a maxim that when they vanquish an enemy the 
strength of the adversary flows into their own muscles. 
That is literally true for you and me, for every time 
we struggle against an evil in our own hearts and 
gain the mastery, we are just so much the stronger 
for having had the battle. Well did Browning say, 
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«‘ Why comes temptation 
But for man to meet and master 
And make crouch beneath his feet 
And so be pedestalled in triumph ! ’”’ 


In the third chapter of Revelation there are three 
great promises for the soul that conquers himself. 
“He that overcometh shall be arrayed in white 
garments.” “ He that overcometh I will make hima 
pillar in the temple of My God.” “ He that over- 
cometh I will give to him to sit down with Me in 
My throne.” The first, purity; the second, perma- 
nence; the third, power; all the rewards of self- 
mastery. 

In the verses at the opening that we took from 
Paul’s letter to the friends at Corinth, there is an 
evident allusion to the Olympian games. Every 
four years the athletes came together from Sparta 
and Athens and Macedonia to contend in the run- 
ning races and wrestling matches and boxing bouts. 
The winners were crowned with the ivy wreath. 
Their names were proclaimed by heralds at all the 
great festivals, they were given the seats of honor, 
and monuments were erected commemorating their 
triumphs,—in fact, these winners were regarded as 
the greatest in Greece. But these strove to gain a 
corruptible crown ; while we strive for an incorrupti- 
ble; they battled for the wreath which perished with 
the moment, but we struggle to gain the imperisha- 
ble garland of everlasting life. 

And there is still another reward that comes from | 
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this conflict. It makes us capable of sympathizing 
with other souls who face a similar struggle. The 
great Captain of our salvation suffered being 
tempted, and it is for this reason that He is able to 
lend a helping hand to you and me. You have 
wondered, doubtless, ofttimes when the storm was 
the fiercest, why you were compelled to undergo a 
trial almost greater than you could endure. And yet 
by this very thing God was fitting you in the school 
of affliction to become yourself a teacher and a 
helper to some other soul who without your aid 
might sink in hopeless despair. 

But let us note not only the universality of tempta- 
tion and its rewards, but also the kinds of tempta- 
tion. In the conflict that Christ endured in the 
wilderness near the outset of His ministry, we have 
clearly presented four of the leading phases of 
temptation. We would not be justified in saying 
that these are the only ways by which a soul is 
tempted, but certainly a large share of our battles 
will be found upon the one or the other of these 
fields, 

The first one was against doubt. Said Satan to 
Him: “If Thou be the Son of God.” By this insin- 
uation hewas endeavoring to cast in the mind of Christ 
a shadow upon the fact of His deity. And let us 
note that this temptation came, as temptation al- 
most always comes in its strongest power, in a time 
of human weakness. For forty days the struggle 
had continued and now at the close of this period 
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of fasting it is recorded that Jesus hungered. Just 
on the border of a great defeat the adversary rallied 
his powerful agencies to try to prevent that defeat. 
There are many who can testify to a similar experi- 
ence—that after a specially fierce combat with some 
temptation, when the triumph was almost won, at 
this point there was the greatest peril of failure. 
And there is no other form of temptation that 
is able to assume, like mythical Proteus, such 
varied shapes and forms as doubt. It almost seems 
that refinement and culture often aggravate the 
difficulty. By the law of compensation, the soul 
that is possessed of great strength is apt likewise to 
have corresponding weaknesses. The conscious- 
ness of power is apt to produce the feeling of self- 
sufficiency and create a desire to put faith in the 
crucible and subject it to a critical analysis. If the 
soul that has never doubted can well be envied, he 
can equally well be pitied. Tennyson said,“ There 
is more faith in honest doubt than half the creeds.” 
So many are the experiences in life that are impos- 
sible for us to explain that we are indeed like chil- 
dren groping in the dark. I cannot agree with 
those who say there is no such thing as an honest 
skeptic. My whole being naturally goes out in 
sympathy with such a life. But when we remem- 
ber that faith is a disposition to believe, a desire to 
be taught, a longing for the truth and a willingness 
to obey, no matter what it costs, then we find a rift 
of sunshine in the clouds. But we will get the 
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victory as Jesus got it, in absolute reliance upon 
God and His word. 

_ In response to the assault of Satan, there came 
forth immediately from Jesus the response, “ It is 
written.” You may theorize as much as you will, 
but before there can be a basis for faith there must 
be a definite, clear acceptance of the word of God. 
From the concept of a man’s own reason or imagi- 
nation there comes no Satisfying assurance. He 
may look about him upon the works of nature and 
he finds no solid basis for his faith. How awful 
indeed is the struggle against doubt! It could well 
be likened to the feeling of one dropping through 
space, or drifting out onto the dark, stormy ocean 
without rudder or mast or oar. We are never free 
from this conflict. It is apt to come at the most 
unexpected moment. When cherished plans have 
been broken up ; when ill health or business adversity 
or the death of friends has suddenly left us bereft, 
there comes swelling up from our hearts a despair- 
ing “ Why?” 

In the next place, let us note Christ’s battle 
against appetite. He was hungry, and the tempter 
suggested that He turn the stones into bread. 
Christ was conscious of the ability to perform this 
act; in fact, throughout the centuries He has been 
turning stones into bread. Watch the glacier as it 
moves slowly down the mountainside, grinding 
the rocks to dust, and then this soil is carried by 
mountain streams to enrich the plain beneath and 
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nourish the growing wheat. And from this harvest 
there comes grain to supply the mills and furnish 
flour for the housewife’s oven. Yes, indeed, the 
Son of God has been constantly turning stones into 
bread. This temptation for the gratification of the 
physical appetite was all the more keen because it 
was for the satisfaction of a natural and a legitimate 
desire. “All things are lawful but all things are 
not expedient.” The temptation was to use the 
higher power for the satisfaction of the lower, to use 
the spiritual strength merely for ministering to the 
flesh. 

Every one that knows his own life will admit that 
a large share of his temptations come along the line 
of his physical appetites. Paul said, “I buffet my 
body and bring it into subjection. The spirit 
warreth against the flesh and the flesh against the 
spirit; these indeed are contrary the one to the 
other.” In the last analysis our chief battle is 
between the spiritual and the physical. It is doing 
no injustice to say that a large part of mankind 
seem to be almost entirely flesh. They could almost 
as well have walked upon four feet as upon two. 
They live on the level—often below the level—of 
the brute creation. They care more for their 
stomachs than for their souls. The controlling 
motive in the average life seems to be not intel- 
lectual and spiritual; it is rather physical gratifica- 
tion. Upon this, time and thought and substance 
are lavished. The great majority do not seem to 
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consider whether this or that will develop within 
them a higher and nobler life, but rather, will it 
satisfy temporary and sensual desire. It seems 
amazing that men will spare in our civilization an 
institution whose places of business would make a 
line across the continent, not for the sake of the 
betterment of health but simply to pander to the 
lower and baser nature. It is this enemy, that has 
its source in physical appetite, that wrought the 
ruin of every nation of antiquity. The presence of 
art or music or intellectual culture has seemingly been 
of little or no avail to stem the tide against sensual- 
ity. Peoples who have been, from the standpoint 
of intellectual culture, among the wisest, have been 
among the wickedest ; the most literary and also the 
most licentious; the bravest and also the basest. 
Alexander the Great could conquer a world and yet 
could not conquer himself, and died a drunkard and 
a glutton. Byron and Burns could charm the con- 
tinents with their poetic brilliance and yet their 
lamps of literary brightness were extinguished in 
the darkness of debauchery. 

In the third place, our Master was subjected to 
the temptation of pride,—the universal desire for 
commendation and applause. Satan took Him to 
the pinnacle of the temple. It was just at the time, 
perchance, when the great congregation were com- 
ing forth from worship. The adversary thought 
this would be the psychological moment. ‘The oc- 
casion was especially opportune. “O Jesus, with 
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the conscious power which you possess, cast your-~ 
self down from that lofty height, and descending 
with the grace of omnipotence you will immediately, 
with one master stroke, gain for yourself universal 
honor and homage.” Here again the consciousness 
of strength is apt to aggravate the temptation and 
create a source of weakness and danger. And 
Satan planned most artfully to make this assault 
especially effective by supporting his suggestion 
with the words of Scripture, “ He shall give His 
angels charge over thee, and in their hands they 
shall bear thee up, lest thou dash thy foot against a 
stone.” Even in the highest and the holiest call- 
ings this form of temptation is apt most seriously to 
be potent. In other words, it is possible to use 
even the noblest vocations and activities for the 
furtherance of base and selfish ends. Few tempta- 
tions to the Christian are more insinuating and 
perilous than the desire to win praise. It is so 
easy to stupefy conscience with the appeal to ex- 
pediency or advantage. Influence and reputation 
are of such importance in achieving results for great 
causes that it becomes easy for us to turn aside from 
the highest good of that cause to make our talents 
and our opportunities the instruments for self-ex- 
altation. And then, when we have done wrong, it 
is the same old enemy of pride which so effectually 
bars the way back into the path of forgiveness, 
restitution, and righteousness. 

And finally, the Master was subjected to the as- 
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sault of ambition. He had a vision of His possi- 
bilities for the accumulation of worldly possessions 
as well as honors, if He would turn aside from His 
heaven-sent mission for the redemption of a lost 
world, and yield Himself to promoting His own 
self-interest. There are some that have tried to 
depreciate this temptation by saying that the devil 
had no power to bestow that which he promised. 
If that were true, then this temptation was not real, 
for surely the mind of Christ, with its most keen 
perception, would have discerned the fallacy of the 
offer, and the shaft would have fallen forceless at 
His feet. 

But let us not forget that Satan has been the 
prince of this world. How or why he has had the 
ability and the authority that he has, it is not for us 
at this time to consider. And yet apart from Scrip- 
ture, our own reason would convince us that there 
was such innate power within the life of Christ, 
had He been willing to turn from His divine pur- 
pose for the salvation of men, that in every sense 
He could literally and truly have gained the entire 
world. The wealth of a Croesus or the power of a 
Cesar would have been as the mere dust in the 
balance beside the greatness of His worldly suc- 
cesses. He could have made all men His slaves to 
the end of time and historians would never have 
ceased to recount the greatness of His achievements. 
It was the consciousness of this opportunity and 
ability which made the conflict that much the 
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fiercer. And on the other hand, to think that if 
He persisted in obedience to God, it meant a life of 
obscurity, of hardship and sacrifice, of persecution, 
of suffering, of humiliation, of martyrdom, Can we 
well doubt the fierceness of that wilderness battle ? 
There has been no generation since the beginning 
of history when this temptation has so potently and 
persistently assaulted mankind as at the present, for 
we are living in a day of material prosperity when 
money has become all powerful. It has opened 
gates for opportunity, for achievement, for honor. 
Mammon has been on the throne, and the soul that 
would heed the voice of God and do His will must 
encounter directly this hostility. 

I have in mind just now one instance that is a 
type of those who have had this conflict. A young 
man in the midst of his university course felt called 
to the Gospel ministry. He was possessed of strong 
intellect, was popular among schoolmates, possessed 
of that unexplainable power of personal magnetism 
and ability to achieve success at almost anything he 
undertook. It was the very consciousness of his 
strength that increased the intensity of the struggle. 
Such tempting opportunities in worldly pursuits 
were offered him that he deliberately turned away 
from what he himself confessed to be the work that 
God wanted him to do. He finally broke off his 
engagement with the Christian girl who urged him 
to be loyal to the work of the ministry. He mar- 
ried a society belle whose family brought him social 
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position and wealth. He has gained professional 
and political success, but, oh, at what a cost! Nat- 
urally, he has lost interest in the church and Chris- 
tian work. The greatest ruins of earth are not the 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon nor the crumbling 
walls of the Parthenon at Athens, nor the Coliseum 
at Rome, but rather the ruins of a human soul that 
has yielded to the allurements of selfish interest, has 
gained the world, but has himself been lost. 

But let us mark, in closing, the means by which 
we may meet temptation and gain the mastery. 
We will find it first in resisting the incipient impulses 
to evil. No one becomes a great sinner in a day. 
Men have expressed amazement that some one who 
has occupied a position of honor or trust has fallen 
suddenly into disgrace. He did not fall suddenly. 
It was a process of evolution, for is there not an 
evolution downward as well as upward? 

There is an ancient legend that describes how a 
small insect came each day and fed from the bowl 
of milk which was a child’s meal. The insect was 
allowed to continue unmolested. At last it grew 
to be a monster which slew the boy. If temptation 
is to be overcome, it must be nipped in the bud. 
Allow it to become thoroughly rooted and grounded 
in the life and it becomes well-nigh invincible and 
irresistible. Let no one deem himself secure. Con- 
stant watchfulness is our only hope. For even in 
the cleanest garden will start the most noxious 
weeds. 
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Then, again, if the mastery over self is to be 
gained, the soul must be kept busy with the highest 
and the best. There is indeed an expulsive power 
in a new affection. We must fight fire with fire, 
the power of pride and passion with the might 
of the divine Spirit. Had King David gone out 
at the head of his army to battle, instead of loiter- 
ing on the housetop, he would never have suc- 
cumbed to sin. An idle brain is certainly the 
devil’s workshop. Jesus said, “Satan cometh and 
findeth nothing in Me.” His life was so crowded 
full of thoughts and deeds of loving service to hu- 
manity that there was no place left in which poison- 
ous seeds could take root and grow. It was because 
the house out of which the demon had been cast 
had been left empty that seven other spirits worse 
than himself came in and took possession. Are 
you having a battle against doubt? Put into oper- 
ation what faith you have. Go to some other soul 
that is struggling in intellectual and moral darkness 
and in helping that one to the light you will your- 
self find victory. 

And finally, if the ashes of defeat are to be 
changed into the garlands of triumph, we must gain 
the victory as Christ gained it, by implicit trust in 
God. When temptation comes, do not try to repel 
the assaults in your own strength. Call to your aid 
Him who vanquished Satan and He alone will gain 
for you the conflict. 

Said a little boy to his father, “ Papa, is the devil 
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bigger than I am?” “Yes, my boy,” replied the 
father, “ the devil is bigger than you are.” “ Well, 
is the devil bigger than you?” « Yes,” answered 
the father, “Satan is bigger than Iam.” “Well, 
just one more question, papa; is the devil stronger 
than Jesus?” “ No,’ answered the father ; « Christ 
is more powerful than the evil one.” “ Well,” said 
the little fellow, as his face brightened, “then I 
don’t care a bit for him.” Here is the truth, “ If 
God be for us, who can be against us? He that 
spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not also with Him freely give 
us all things?” “There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as man can bear: but God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able; but will with the temptation make also 
the way of escape, that ye may be able to endure it.” 

Mythology tells us that when the great general, 
Ulysses, sailed westward past the island of the sirens, 
where so many brave men had been lured to their 
doom, as the boat neared this coast he commanded 
his sailors to lash him fast to the mast of the ship and 
he bade them fill their ears with wax. When theship 
neared this coast where these wicked creatures were 
singing their enchanting songs, the commander was 
enraptured, frenzied. He bade the sailors turn the 
ship around and head it towards the rocks. But 
with their ears deafened, the sailors heeded not the 
commands. The general cursed and called upon 
his gods but to no avail. They passed in safety. 
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But the next time he had to sail by the island of . 
the sirens, Ulysses took upon his boat that famous 
singer of ancient times, even Orpheus himself. And 
when the ship drew near to the coast where the 
sands were strewn with the bones and bodies of so 
many ill-fated seamen, and the sirens began again 
to sing their alluring songs, then Ulysses bade 
Orpheus tune his lyre and sing his sweetest strains. 
And the music of Orpheus was so much stronger 
and clearer than that of the sirens that neither the 
commander nor the sailors heard them at all. 

Oh, friend, take on board the ship of your soul 
the great Orpheus, the Man of Galilee, Jesus Christ 
the Son of God. He will be with you in business 
adversity, in the struggle against doubt, in ill health, 
in suffering, in sorrow as well as in temptation. 
The very same power that gave Him the mastery 
over the adversary in the wilderness, that sustained 
Him in Gethsemane and on Calvary, the power that 
brought Him forth from the grave, will strengthen 
and sustain you. He will give you garlands for 
ashes. Through Christ you will come forth more 
than a conqueror, and after the conflict is ended, | 
just as it was with Him, angels will come and min- 
ister unto you. 
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sons from Jonah 


| 4 f keyword of this great little book is 

disobedience. “Now the word of the 

Lord came unto Jonah saying, Arise, 
go to Nineveh.” At once the question arises in 
the mind: What has the call of Jonah to do with 
me? God speaks to us just as personally and as 
pointedly as He has spoken to human souls in any 
generation of human history. He speaks to us 
through the voice of conscience, telling us what is 
right and what is wrong; what we ought and what 
we ought not to do. He speaks to us through a 
sense of fitness for a work. Power always travels 
over the channels of least resistance. God calls to 
you and me along the line of our capabilities. He 
speaks to us also by a realization of some particular 
need to be supplied. If you are impressed with 
some wrong to be righted, some soul that ought to 
be spoken to, some cause that should be encouraged, 
it is a divine summons to you to help supply that 
need. God is calling to us also by seasons of spe- 
cial opportunity for service. “ Lift up your eyes, 
and look on the fields, that they are white already 
unto harvest.” 
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The task that the Lord had for Jonah to do was 
indeed difficult. He was to go to a great and 
wicked city to cry against it. If you feel that you 
_ have been called to an especially arduous undertak- 
ing, you have great reason for gratitude. A com- 
mander always puts his best soldiers on the firing 
line. If special burden and responsibility have been 
placed upon you, remember that strength given 
will be equal to the demand. It was also an un- 
popular work that was intrusted to the prophet. 
He was not to be sent to speak smooth sentences, 
but to cry against the city, for its wickedness 
was notorious and flagrant. 

In our own day, the prophet proclaiming the sin- 
fulness of sin, and the necessity of repentance is one 
of the greatest needs. Men are too easily satisfied 
with themselves. There are needed more preachers 
of righteousness, like Nathan, who will tear off the 
mask of pride and hypocrisy, and reveal the soul to 
itself with all its glaring faults and sins. But such 
a one must expect trial and persecution. It is much 
pleasanter to offer compliments than to utter male- 
dictions, but often only the bitter medicine will ac- 
complish the results. Jonah was conscious not only 
that he had been given a hard task, but the prospect 
promised persecution and trial. God said, “ Arise, 
go to Nineveh,” but Jonah fled to Tarshish. When 
he was presented with his plain duty, realizing what 
it would cost, he faltered and fled. 

Sin has been well defined as doing the thing you 
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want to do, rather than the thing you ought to do. 
Every one of us has his Nineveh and his Tarshish. 
The unwillingness to bear responsibility is one of 
the weakest spots in the average Christian life. 
Face the question for yourself. Do you not know 
of some Nineveh that you have been shunning, 
some Tarshish that you have been looking towards 
with longing eyes? 

Note here the contrast of Jonah and Saul of 
Tarsus. It was with a note of triumph that the 
apostle could afterwards exclaim, “O King 
Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision!” To each of us there comes, at times, a 
vision of the higher and better self that is nothing 
less than heavenly. Refuse to follow that voice, 
and to obey that leading, and the spiritual eye be- 
comes blinded, the sensibilities dulled and deadened, 
and the vision passes away ; and where there is no 
vision the people perish. “If therefore the light 
that is in thee be darkness, how great is the dark- 
ness!” 

Note also the difference between Jesus and 
Jonah: the one the type of true obedience, as the 
other of disobedience. We have in the second 
chapter of Philippians a brief character sketch of 
Christ: “Who, existing in the form of God, 
counted not being an equal with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
servant, being made in the likeness of men; and 
being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Him- 
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self, beeoming obedient even unto death; yea, the 
death of the cross,” 

In his rebellion, Jonah endeavored to flee from 
the presence of the Lord. How many others have 
tried to do likewise, thinking by travel under 
foreign skies, and in foreign seas, that they might 
still the voice of conscience, and find peace of soul. 
Just as truly as they cannot get away from them- 
selves, they cannot escape the presence of God. 
« Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit,” said the 
Psalmist, “ or whither shall I flee from Thy presence ? 
If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there. If I 
make my bed in hell, behold Thou art there.” Be 
sure your sin will find you out, and the duty left 
undone, the wrong left unrighted, the sin unforsaken 
and unforgiven, like the ghost of the murdered king, 
will arise at the brightest banquet, and will not 
down. 

“He found a ship going to Tarshish.” It 
always used to seem strange to me why God would 
permit sin in the world. Why He did not compel 
us, whether we would or no, to obey. But my 
later experience has taught me that such obedience, 
the result of compulsion, would make us mere 
automatons, without character or true virtue. Jesus, 
in the parable of the wayward son, said the father 
divided unto them his living. You can waste your 
capital, if you want to, or your time, influence, op- 
portunity, or talent; but when it is gone, it is gone 
forever. If you want to go to Tarshish, you will 
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always find a chance, and moreover, you will find 
plenty of company. But you will have to pay the 
fare. Satan is a hard taskmaster, and always levies 
a heavy tribute. After Jonah came back to God, 
you never hear of him getting that fare back. 
When it once was gone, it was gone forever. More- 
over, the very same men that took Jonah’s fare were 
the ones that pitched him overboard. 

And now note also as he went away from God, 
he went down. Three times this is stated. It is 
always so with sin. It is continuous and cumula- 
tive. When the prodigal left home he did not stop 
until he had journeyed into a far country. 

« But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea.” 
To the last day of his life, the disobedient prophet 
ought to have been thankful forthatstorm. Some- 
times it is the only means the Lord can use to 
bring us to our senses and our duty. We have all 
thanked God for our roses, but how very few of us 
have thanked Him for our thorns. Often our 
crosses are really our crowns, and the thing which 
seemed to promise nothing but misfortune has 
proved to be our greatest blessing. If Jonah had 
had a calm voyage, the chances are he would never 
have come back to God. That storm was his salva- 
tion. 

“Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every 
man unto his God.” Fear is often the only thing 
that will turn the thought to the need of outside 
aid, In our own day, the motive of fear in religion 
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has been much derided as unworthy of considera- 
tion. Yet we are told that it is the fear of God, not 
His love, that is the beginning of wisdom. Noah, 
moved with fear, prepared an ark for the saving of 
his house, and, as John McNeil so quaintly says, 
“ The ark was just as strong as if that arm had been 
moved by love.” The old Puritan fathers had such 
fear of God before their eyes that it drove out all 
fear of man. “ Knowing the terror of the Lord,” 
said the apostle, “ we persuade men.” It has been 
a great error to endeavor to eliminate this element 
from religion. The statute that carries with it no 
penalty for its transgression is utterly weak and 
forceless. We need more and more to emphasize 
the truth that God is on the throne and the person 
that violates the law does so at his peril. No fear 
of God before their eyes is one of the evidences of 
impenitence and doom. True it is that perfect love 
casts out fear. Each has its place in the divine 
economy. Amid the modern inertness and indiffer- 
ence, both motives must be brought into operation. 
Not until the fact is emphasized and impressed that 
the life away from God is lost, opportunity lost, in- 
fluence lost, everything lost, will there be any gen- 
eral effort seriously and earnestly to reach safe 
harbor. 

“ Then the mariners began to cast forth the wares 
of the ship into the sea.” They were awakened to 
the realization that something had to be done, and 
they were willing to cast overboard anything but 
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the real cause of their disaster. How many, when 
under conviction of sin, seek at once to make terms 
with God. They are willing to attend meetings, to 
submit to the forms and ceremonies of the faith or 
worship, to give time and strength and money for 
Christian work, but they desire still to retain the pet 
sin that is the real cause of their alienation from God. 

In one city there came into our meetings a promi- 
nent physician, a wealthy man, who, his pastor said, 
“is all right every way except that he has not come 
into membership with the church, but I hope next 
communion he will do so.” One evening when the 
opportunity offered, I asked him if he was a Chris- 
tian. He replied that he was not. : 

“ Well,” said I,“ would you tell me why you are 
not a Christian?” 

“Oh,” he said, “ there is not a thing right in my 
life. I have broken every one of the command- 
ments, time after time.” 

« What, for example?” said I. 

“ Well, in the first place,” said he, “I am covet- 
ous. That is only one of my many sins. I am as 
penurious and as grasping as a man could well be.” 

“ Well, now begin right at that point,’ I replied. 
“TI know of a struggling college that needs assist- 
ance. Send them a liberal gift, and in opening 
your heart to give a blessing, you will get one.” 

The man’s face brightened, and he looked up 
quickly and exclaimed, “ Do you think that would 
save me?” 


120 The School of Affliction 


If I had tried to convince that man that giving of 
his substance would have brought peace and salva- 
tion, he would have probably written a large check. 
Willing are many to cast forth their wares, but not 
their sins. 

Jonah had gone down into the innermost part of 
the ship and was fast asleep. Here we see the in- 
sinuating nature of sin. It gets down to the very 
heart of hearts; and furthermore produces spiritual 
dormancy. That is one of its most dangerous 
features. One of the best evidences of growth in 
grace is deeper sensitiveness to sin, and one of the 
best evidences of backsliding is a lack of sorrow 
forsin. ‘ And even if our Gospel is veiled, it is veiled 
in them that perish ; in whom the God of this world 
hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the 
light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should not dawn upon them.” 

It is said that when a man is freezing to death, 
just before dissolution takes place there comes a 
numbness stealing over every faculty so that he has 
no especial desire for life, and is in no sense anxious 
about his condition. When you find a person 
troubled about having committed the unpardonable 
sin, it is good testimony that he has not. For, ina 
peculiar sense, the unpardonable sin is the sin that 
does not want to be pardoned. No man is farther 
away from God than the one that has no desire to 
be saved. So long can a soul resist the pleadings 
of love and mercy, and yield himself to evil, that at 
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last his sensibilities become calloused, he loses the 
spiritual instinct, and becomes past feeling. 

« And they said every one to his fellow, Come let 
us cast lots that we may know for whose cause this 
evil is upon us. So they cast lots and the lot fell 
upon Jonah.” -One of the best evidences of a 
spiritual awakening is a desire for self-examination. 
A disease well diagnosed is half cured. A wise 
merchant takes inventory not simply to find the 
amount of his wealth, but also to discover deficien- 
cies in his stock. 

It might be well for us to make a twofold appli- 
cation of this truth. First, as to the Jonahs in the 
church, and second, in the individual life. The 
greatest foes of Christianity to-day are not among 
the openly atheistic and antagonistic, but rather the 
inconsistent and disloyal church-members. One 
wolf within the fold can do vastly more damage 
than twenty outside the walls. It is this class, that 
have sought connection with the church from mo- 
tives of policy or position or influence, social, finan- 
cial, or political, that are doing more to keep back a 
true revival than all other causes combined. They 
are the ones likewise that are foremost in quarrels 
and disturbances within the church, and keep the 
spiritual sea troubled and tempestuous. 

In a village in one of the central states, a series 
of meetings was in progress and although attend- 
ance and interest were good, yet few were mani- 
festing any desire to begin the. Christian life. 
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Nearly three weeks had passed in this manner 
when the leader of the meeting called the members 
of the church together for a service of heart-search- 
ing and prayer. The desire seemed uppermost in 
every mind as expressed in their testimonies and 
petitions, that if there was anything in their lives 
that was hindering the cause of Christ and keep- 
ing back a revival of religion it might be clearly 
shown and taken away. When the meeting was 
about to close, one man, who was universally known 
aS a most earnest and sincere Christian, arose and, 
in a hesitating manner, said : 

“Friends, it is with great reluctance that I say 
what I am about to speak of. Yet it seems to me 
that I would not be loyal to my Master unless I 
stated what is upon my heart. There is a man,a 
member of our church, that I feel by his life and 
conduct is hindering the cause of Christ. You know 
he is keeping a store out some miles from town and 
in connection with his other business, he is selling 
liquor. I will be one of a committee of three to go, 
and speak to that man and endeavor to get him to 
give up all connection with that curse.” 

These words made a profound impression and 
two others volunteered to accompany him. They 
went out to this man’s place of business and kindly 
and frankly presented the whole subject. They 
said, “ We have been in special meetings for nearly 
three weeks, seeking for the salvation of the lost. 
Something is hindering the progress and success of 
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the work. We feel that your connection with the 
liquor business, known as you are to be a professed 
Christian, is one of the things that is standing in the 
way. And we ask you for the sake of Christ and 
His cause, that you will either cut loose entirely 
from your league with death and hell, or else with- 
draw from membership in the church.” 

The man’s conscience was immediately awakened 
by the plain and courageous manner, coupled with 
the evidently kindly spirit of his visitors, and he arose 
and said: “ Brethren, why have you not come and 
talked to me about this before? If you will help 
me, we will carry these kegs and bottles out into 
the street and destroy them.” It was done, and 
within the next ten days more than three hundred 
souls in that revival professed conversion. 

In many churches of all denominations, through- 
out our land, Jonahs are blighting and cursing the 
work; and no genuine, spiritual awakening can 
come until these stones of offense are taken out of 
the way. It needs the greatest wisdom and sancti- 
fied sense as well as courage to do this work. If 
ever love and gentleness were essential, it is in the 
performance of such duties. The sermons from the 
pulpit, in order to reach such cases, must be direct 
and pungentand fearless. They ought to bring the 
whole congregation up before the bar of their own 
consciences, and as Hamlet did with his queen 
mother, cause the life, satisfied in its hypocrisy, 
to exclaim, “ Oh, thou turnest my eyes into my 
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very soul, and there I see such black and grained 
spots!” 

The type, for all times, of such preaching is the 
anathemas uttered by Christ Himself, against the 
scribes and Pharisees. Without question they were 
. spoken with no spirit of animosity or bitterness ; 
these sentences which cut to the very heart, we are 
sure, were uttered with tenderness and tears. Such 
preaching will have one of two results: it will 
tend to quicken the conscience and melt the hard 
hearts and bring sinners to penitence, or it will 
cause the inconsistent to request that their connec- 
tion with the church be severed. Often the best 
kind of a revival is that of which a pastor stated to 
a friend, “We have had a remarkable spiritual 
awakening in our church.” The other asked: 
« How many members have you received?”’ “ Oh, 
none as yet, but we have turned out twenty-five.” 
As long as some Achan is hiding a Babylonish 
garment in the camp, God’s people can never pre- 
vail against the men of Aji, but confusion and dis- 
aster will inevitably follow. 

Let us note also the Jonahs in individual lives. We 
wonder often why it is so difficult to understand and 
believe the word of God; why doubt and distrust 
fill the mind and heart, instead of confidence and 
faith; why the ship of the soul seems storm-tossed 
and sore distressed. If we cast lots, we will find, 
lurking in the innermost part of the heart, some 
Jonah whose presence we had at least not acknowl- 
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edged, perhaps not suspected. There is no source 
of doubt so great as sin. Truly it has been said 
that the Bible will keep us from sin, or sin will keep 
us from the Bible. 

At the close of one of Mr. Finney’s meetings, a 
man came to the platform and said to the evangelist, 
“ Mr. Finney, if you could solve certain doubts in 
my mind, I think I would be a Christian.” « What 
are they?” heasked. “ Well, I want explained to 
me about the trinity and the unity of God; how there 
can be three personalities in one.” “Is there any- 
thing else?” he asked. “ Yes, I want you to ex-- 
plain and reconcile also the idea of God's fore- 
knowledge and of man’s free moral agency.” “Is 
this all?” he asked again. “No, there are several 
more doubts that are troubling me, similar to these.” 
« Well,’ said the preacher, “ you will have to excuse 
me to-night. I have spoken three times to-day, and 
I am too tired to discuss these questions ;”’ and ab- 
ruptly he bade him good-night, and went home. 

About midnight, Mr. Finney heard a loud knock 
at his door, and hastily dressing, he went down and 
found the same man. He said to him, “ My friend, 
what are you doing here at this time of night?” 
« Well,” he replied, “after my talk with you this 
evening I went home and tried to sleep, but I could 
not. The fact isIama poor, lost sinner, and I want 
you to pray for me.’ “Come right in,” said Mr. 
Finney, “and we will tell God about it.” Kneeling 
together in the parlor, after he had prayed that the 
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man might be thorough in his repentance and con- 
version, he asked the man himself to pray. He 
did so, and poured forth his heart in earnest con- 
fession of sin. 

When they arose from their knees, Mr. Finney 
noticed a new expression on the man’s countenance, 
and he said, “ Well, my brother, God has blessed you, 
has He?” “ Yes, praise His name,’ said he, “« He 
has.” “ Now,” said Mr. Finney, “ we are ready then 
to talk about those doubts you have, regarding the 
trinity, divine foreknowledge, and so forth.” “Qh,” 
said the man, “ praise God, the doubts are all gone.” 
As is so often the case, the trouble was not with his 
doubts, but with his sins. 

“ But,” says some one, “how may I know what 
it is that is the cause of my spiritual dearth and fail- 
ure?” Let conscience cast lots in your heart, and 
the lot will fall upon the Jonah every time. Make 
this the prayer of your life, “Search me, oh Lord, 
and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts 
and see if there be any wicked way in me.” 

The questions which the shipmaster put to Jonah — 
were very personal and direct. “What is thine oc- 
cupation?’”’ ‘Whence comest thou?” “What is 
thy name?” «“ Whither art thou going?” “ What 
doest thou here?” It is in the answering of such 
questions that we reveal ourselves to ourselves. 
What is thine occupation? Is it merely to eat and 
drink and to be merry? What is thy name? Is it 
simply pride and pleasure, ambition, wealth or honor? 
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Only the soul that can truly say, “ for me to live is 
Christ,” can add also, “and to die is gain.” What 
is thy country? It is said of the people of the faith 
that they confessed that they were strangers and pil- 
grims on theearth. They desired a better country, 
that is an heavenly, and looked for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And 
He has given to them assurance that for them a city 
has been prepared. It is this element of other- 
worldliness that is absolutely essential to prepare any 
soul for life even in this world. Not until one be- 
gins to build above the stars does earthly experience 
become sanctified and blessed. 

Riding along on the train, I was deeply engrossed 
in reading for some time until my eyes began to 
ache. Closing the book, I looked out at the window 
and viewed for a time the panorama of hills and 
valleys, forests, streams, and prairies which passed 
so quickly in review. I noted that in a little time 
I returned to my reading refreshed. Thus it is that 
we get a true perspective of the things of this earth. 
It is important that we view them in the light of 
eternity, and having turned our thought to the life 
beyond, we can return to the consideration of the 
duties of the hour with clearer vision and renewed 
vigor. 

Jonah replied to the master that he was a He- 
brew, and feared God. It is possible to have a fear 
of God without obedience to God. Belonging to 
the chosen people, he may have thought that the 


128 The School of Affliction 


mention of his lineage would be sufficient to calm 
their fears and to compensate for his disobedience. 
The exhortation of John the Baptist is as needful 
to-day as ever. Men must not trust simply in an- 
cestry or rank or profession. “ Even now the axe 
also lieth at the root of the trees: every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire.’ Let no one be satisfied merely in 
saying, “I am of Luther,” or another, “I am of 
Calvin,” or another, “I am of Wesley.” Not only 
God in eternity, but also men now, are asking for 
proofs of the genuineness of our profession. 

It was an auspicious indication in Jonah’s con- 
duct that he was willing to confess his disloyalty 
and disobedience. Confession of wrong-doing is 
good evidence of penitence and the proper begin- 
ning of a changed life. We cannot refrain from 
admiring the frankness and the courage of the 
prophet in his dealing with his own character and 
case as he bade them take him up and cast him 
forth into the sea. Would that we all might follow 
his example! How many of us have at times had 
our hearts convicted of wrong-doing ? and the ques- 
tion arises, What are we going to do about it? 
Conscience and reason unite in urging us to change 
our course, to cast overboard the evil desire or plan. 
But how apt we are to temporize, to argue, to seek 
some other way. Thus did the men on board the 
ship in dealing with Jonah. 

Nevertheless, they rowed hard to bring the boat 
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to land, Jonah and all. “ But they could not, for 
the sea grew more and more tempestuous against 
them.” There can be no compromise with sin. 
You may try by extra effort and energy to accom- 
plish the result; you may seek for peace of mind 
and happiness of heart in busy service or even sac- 
rifice of substance and of self, yet the sea of your 
own soul will grow more and more tempestuous, 
«So they took up Jonah and cast him forth into 
the sea, and the sea ceased from her raging.” Here 
is the pathway to peace. 

We come now to the one incident of the experi- 
ence of this disobedient prophet that usually comes 
to the mind when the subject of Jonah is men- 
tioned. “And Jehovah prepared a great fish to 
swallow up Jonah.” I have never been able to un- 
derstand why this should be such a cause of stum- 
bling. A God that could create a universe and count 
vast planets as mere dust of the plains, could He 
not prepare a sea-monster large enough to swallow 
aman? Suffice it to say that the Lord Jesus Him- 
self referred to this incident and used it as a type 
of His own death and resurrection. In quibbling 
over anatomical details, many like Bunyan’s “ man 
with a muck rake” are apt to lose the great spir- 
itual significance and lessons this fact contains. 

Have you never had an experience of soul like 
unto that of Jonah? ‘Then you cannot appreciate 
this second chapter. Even in a literary sense it is 
worthy to rank among the sublimest passages of 
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poetry ever penned. It is what Matthew Arnold 
would call the grand style sublime. But let not 
even this draw us away from its deep spiritual 
meaning. The monster of temptation has swal- 
lowed many a man, and caused him to feel that its 
mouth and maw had closed upon him forever. The 
waves and billows of business adversity have swept 
over the soul and caused the heart, struggling in 
the deep, almost to give up in despair. How many 
of us in our own battle against doubt have failed, 
re€choing in our experiences the voice and feel- 
ings of the prophet? We have tossed on our bed 
through the long hours of the night, striving to 
solve by reason the problems of life and death ana 
eternity, and the blackness of doubt was not bright- 
ened by a single star! What is this but the second 
chapter of Jonah ? 

Yea, moreover, the monster of sorrow has wrought 
his devastating work in the hearts and happiness of 
multitudes sailing upon the sea of life. Have you 
known what it is to be stricken down with ill health 
and suffering, or to hear the clods rattle upon the 
coffin of your dearest and best, when the burden 
seemed too great to bear, and it seemed nothing 
was left worth living for? What better could voice 
the sentiment of your soul than the despairing cry 
of Jonah, 


‘« For Thou didst cast me into the depth, in the heart of 
the seas, 
And the flood was round about me, 
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And I said, I am cast out from before Thine eyes; 
Yet will I look again towards Thy holy temple. 
The waters compassed me about, even to the soul. 
The deep was round about me; 

The weeds were wrapped about my head. 

I went down to the bottoms of the mountains ; 
The earth with her bars closed upon me forever.” 


The echoes that come floating up from our past 
must often produce a dirge, If the songs of the 
soul could be inscribed, how frequently would they 
be written in the minor key. Yet have we learned 
that these experiences are just as essential for the 
development of our character as are the brighter 
hours. God has set in His creation both the day- 
light and the darkness. Had Jonah not been 
brought to this extremity, he would never have been 
the recipient of divine mercy. The storms and 
monsters of affliction are often our angels in dis- 
guise. The most of us have to be brought to a very 
lowly place before we are ready to receive God’s 
help. It was to the publican, weeping and bowing 
low, and beating his breast in grief and humiliation, 
that there came the assurance of acceptance and 
justification. Just as we have often seen after the 
fierce tempest in the darkness of the night, when 
the lightning has flashed, and a storm has broken 
in all its fury, the morning has dawned bright and 
clear, and the sunshine has lighted up the rain-drops 
on forest and prairie, making the entire earth re- 
splendent in beauty. 

So it was in the life of the despairing prophet. 
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It was when his soul fainted within him that he 
remembered the Lord. It was by reason of his 
affliction that he cried unto his God and He heard 
him, Our crucifixion must precede our resurrec- 
tion. The first part of this second chapter is the 
Miserere, the last part is the Hallelujah Chorus. 
The first part is the seventh of Romans, “Oh, 
wretched man that lam! Who shall deliver me?” 
The last part is the eighth of Romans, “ There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Had it not been for Jonah’s affliction, he would 
have continued to his doom. In his weakness he 
was made strong, and now we hear no longer the 
dirge,but the note of praise and the pzan of victory: 
“ Yet hast Thou brought up my life from the pit, 
oh Jehovah, my God.” Like the prodigal in the 
far country, when he came to want, he came to 
himself. “I will arise and go to my father.” That 
is conversion. Most of us need the husks and the 
hunger likewise to bring us to ourselves. Jonah’s 
“JT will” is the evidence of his sincerity. “I will 
sacrifice unto Thee with the voice of thankgiving. I 
will pay that which I have vowed.” Now the sea- 
monster must give up its prey, and the prophet’s 
feet are planted on dry land. 

Soul, have you come to the end of your own re- 
sources? As long as you struggle, seeking to save 
yourself, wanting your own way, planning your 
own means and methods, there is no hope. Let 
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God have His way with you. Confess your failures, 
your needs, your utter dependence and your sins. 
Renew the broken covenant with Him, that you 
will pay that which you vowed, and the enemy of 
doubt or despair will release his hold. No more 
will you struggle in the sea of despondency and 
gloom, but you will walk forth erect and free on 
the dry land of divine promise. 

All these lessons and experiences were a part of 
the schooling of the prophet in preparing him to pro- 
claim God’s message to the peopleof Nineveh. He 
must first conquer himself before he could win the 
city. Dealing with the rebellion in his own soul, 
he could more clearly sympathize with the disobedi- 
ence of others and in finding the way out, he was 
better fitted to lead others into thelight. As inthe 
call of Isaiah, that prophet had to be brought to a 
vision of God’s greatness and his own weakness 
before he was fitted to hear the divine voice. So 
Jonah had to be brought to the point of entire 
submission before he could hear and heed the call 
to the Gospel ministry. 

Let us note that it was the same command that 
came to him as at first. The first lesson must be 
learned, the first order executed before we are pre- 
pared for any further mission. Jonah had to go back 
to the very point where he had disobeyed God. Like 
Elisha’s student that lost his axe, the place where he 
found it was where he lost it. If you are conscious 
of a lack to-day of a power or peace that you once 
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enjoyed, go back over the web of past experiences, 
and you will find that at some point you let drop a 
thread in your weaving ; pick it up and let it take 
its rightful place in the fabric of your character. If 
I were to give the charge of ordination to every 
young preacher I believe 1 would take as my theme 
God’s message to Jonah as he enters upon his new 
field of labor: “ Preach the preaching that I bid 
thee.” 

The message that is to be of help and blessing to 
needy hearts is not human opinion, but the word of 
God. The world does not care to know what you 
think or I think, but if our message is to be fraught 
with power in arresting attention and producing 
conviction and conversion, it must carry with it the 
sure indication of “Thus saith the Lord.” If 
religion is merely a matter of man’s opinions, then 
the soul is cast adrift upon the sea of life without 
rudder or helm, chart or compass. It is only as we 
are conscious of the guidance of Him who knoweth 
all things that we can have any abiding hope of 
gaining in safety the eternal harbor. 

An anecdote is told of General Ethan Allen, the 
hero of Ticonderoga. One Sunday he listened to a 
certain preacher who was expounding plainly and 
fearlessly some Scriptural truth. The sentiment evi- 
dently did not meet the soldier’s approval, and Gen- 
eral Allen arose in his seat and interrupted the 
speaker. The minister stopped in his sermon, and 
said kindly but firmly, “General Allen, you are a 
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man of imperious disposition, born to command, 
You also usually have a good opinion upon social 
or political subjects, but you, as well as others, must 
remember that when we come to God’s word we 
are not considering human opinion. The truth is 
not changed by our belief or doubt. General Al- 
len, sit down and listen to what God says.” There 
is a great need in our modern preaching of this 
spirit of authority. In all Christian teaching, let us 
hear the admonition, “ Preach the preaching that I 
bid thee.” f 

It is evident that Jonah heeded well this instruc- 
tion. That, although he went toa strange people 
with an unpopular message, the proclamation had 
its results. This is the true test of any sermon. 
Just as you would not judge a fisherman by the 
beauty of his boat or the elegance of his rod, or by 
the gracefulness of his cast, but by his string of fish. 
The world wants men that can do things, and mes- 
sages that bring results. No greater compliment 
could be paid to the prophet’s preaching than that 
they forgot the messenger in the message. “The 
people of Nineveh believed God.” The personal 
equation seems to have been entirely eliminated. 
Here was a type of the great prophet who was to 
come, and who spoke not as the scribes but with au- 
thority. 

Some have considered this entire incident as fic- 
tion on the ground that it would have been impos- 
sible that an unknown preacher could go into one of 
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the largest cities of his times, amidst its wealth and 
wickedness, its business and pleasure, and could at- 
tract such interest and attention, producing such 
earnest conviction, that the mayor and city council 
would proclaim a fast and the entire people be 
brought toa state of repentance. Is this any more 
wonderful than the history of John G. Paton, going 
to the New Hebrides, among savage cannibals, and 
through the power of God alone established in every 
home a family altar where the Bible was read and 
prayer offered, and throughout the land to see the 
people giving evidence of Christian civilization? Is 
this any more marvellous than to see the result of 
missions in our great cities where thieves and har- 
lots and drunkards have been transformed into most 
earnest and faithful Christian men and women, liv- 
ing lives beyond suspicion and criticism? We have 
often seen in a community where the Spirit of God 
was manifest in a great revival, the multitude have 
thronged the largest building night after night con- 
tinuously for weeks, and the longer the series lasted, 
the greater the interest and attendance. What other 
theme could do this? It can be explained on no 
other grounds than that it was the manifestation of 
the power of God. 

It is well to note that this message was primarily 
a call to repentance. The work of John the Bap- 
tist must precede that of Christ. There is too little 
in our own day of a consciousness of and a sorrow for 
sin. The kingdom of God is at hand only for those 
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who appreciate their lost condition and go humbly 
and penitently invoking mercy. The prophet was 
called also, not to predict a pleasing prospect, but 
to foretell the dire fate that would be the natural re- 
sult of evil doing. Such preachers and prophets are 
-not popular. “It is enough that the disciple be as 
his Master, and the servant as his Lord.” So long 
have men been preaching the love of God that they 
have often forgotten the law of God. Our God isa 
consuming fire. Not only is He a loving Father, 
but likewise a righteous and just Ruler. The deadly 
nature and result of sin needs to be emphasized as 
much to-day as ever in the world’s history. The 
fate of the ungodly is as certain to-day as it ever has 
been. Wherever the ministry has neglected to 
warn the people of the impending doom and disaster 
that awaited the impenitent and disobedient, their 
spiritual life and service have manifested a continued 
decline. Heroes like John the Baptist and Nathan 
and Jonah were never more needed than now. 
Unless our own land shall be brought to repent. 
ance for its lust and gross materialism, for its mam- 
mon worship and Sabbath desecration, the hand- 
writing of doom will soon be imprinted upon the 
walls of our national life, and civilization will follow 
in the downward path of disaster and death, like 
unto the empires of the past. Either our country 
must destroy the vices that are mining our institu- 
tions and sapping out our national life or these will 
destroy our country. Both cannot permanently en- 
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dure. Either we are to have a great religious 
awakening in our land that will bring men and 
women toa realization of the need of repentance for 
their sins, or the tide of anarchy will inevitably rise 
higher and higher. Life will not be safe, and prop- 
erty will not be safe; the honor and virtue of our 
loved ones will be injeopardy. The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ honestly accepted and practically applied can 
alone solve our social problems and prevent certain 
disaster. Well if the people of our land, like the 
citizens of Nineveh, awaken to this truth before 
it is too late. In almost every community even 
those who profess to be Christians are too easily sat- 
isfied simply with conformation to social usages and 
an outward respectability on the part of their friends, 
and fail to realize the absolute necessity of regener- 
ation before there can be any true spiritual life and 
salvation. 

A few years ago, the news spread through one 
of the smaller cities of the interior that a child was 
missing from one of the homes. For three days 
and nights every able-bodied citizen scoured that 
country through timber and across prairies and 
swamps, searching for the lost. Oh, that we might 
see more of that same spirit of concern regarding 
greater interests! “Be not afraid of them,” said . 
Jesus, “that kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul: but rather fear him who is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell.” 

When the revival came to Nineveh, no one was 
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more surprised than Jonah himself. He felt himself 
mortified and humiliated because affairs had not 
turned out as he had predicted. He had given only 
a half message, God had supplied the rest. He had 
summoned men to repentance but it was left for the 
heavenly Father Himself to bestow the healing 
balm, “To give a garland for ashes, the oil of joy 
for mourning, and the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness.” Many to-day are like Jonah 
when they pray for a revival. They themselves 
would be among the most surprised if they received 
what they asked for. 

A true revival of religion in any heart or church 
or community usually means a revolution. It means 
a turning away from many things to which they 
have become accustomed, and held most dear, and 
a taking up of many duties which they have dis- 
liked and neglected. Get conditions right and 
bounteous fruitage follows. When the clouds reach 
the point of saturation, the showers fall. How 
anxious and ready God was to bless Nineveh! Let 
us praise His name, He is the same God to-day. 


Vill 
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«« And Jacob was left alone ; and there wrestled a man with him 
until the breaking of the day. And when he saw that he prevailed 
not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hol- 
low of Jacob’s thigh was strained, as he wrestled with him. And 
he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not 
let thee go except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is 
thy name? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall 
be called no more Jacob, but Israel ; for thou hast striven with God 
and with men, and hast prevailed.” — Genesis 32: 24-28. 


HERE is something especially attractive 
in the character of Jacob, because he had 
so many qualities common to mankind. 

Most famous lives seem, either from reality or fancy, 
raised up on some lofty pedestal above the plane of 
other men. But not so with this man; we feel in- 
stinctively that he was like the rest of us. More 
than thirty times in the Scripture, Jehovah is spoken 
of as the God of Jacob ;—not only the God of Abra- 
ham, the faithful man; of Isaac, the gentleman; but 
also the God of Jacob, the tried and tempted man. 
If we are to understand the scope and nature of 
this struggle at Jabbok’s Ford, we cannot regard it 
as a solitary event, but must trace the workings of 
the earlier acts and influences of which it was the 
140 


Triumph Through Subjection 141 


culmination. By the law of compensation, great 
strength of soul is apt to be associated with corre- 
sponding weakness. Jacob’s natural characteristics 
seem predominant in the wrong direction. He ex- 
emplifies the unpromising material from which our 
Father has to construct citizens for His kingdom. 

From his mother, he had inherited a shrewd, 
crafty nature that had been aggravated and intensi- 
fied by the early training she had given him. ‘The 
short-sighted impulse of Esau in bartering away his 
inheritance for a warm meal has been the theme of 
many a moral; but the selfish and unfraternal bar- 
gaining of Jacob, in profiting from another’s neces- 
sity, if not commended, has at least been followed 
in all branches of modern business. If the highway- 
man with mask and pistol compels the traveller to 
hand over his valuables, public sentiment designates 
the deed as robbery ; but when a speculator corners 
the market on some necessity, and forces his fellow 
men to pay an exorbitant price, he is hailed asa 
Napoleon of finance. When shall we learn that the 
sin of Jacob is not a whit nearer white in the sight 
of God than that of Esau? The elder brother, in 
the Saviour’s parable, with a spirit of pride and 
envy, needed repentance in the sight of God equally 
with the younger in his prodigality. 

The years that Jacob spent in the home of Laban 
are the story of two shrewd manipulators, each 
striving to outdo the other. This finds its counter- 
part in our present-day commercial competition, 
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where every man’s hand seems raised against every 
other, Such methods of training repress the highest 
instincts of the soul, and stimulate the worst. May 
not this be one reason why many men hold them- 
selves aloof from the Church and the Christian life ? 
So often does a man seek to excuse himself for 
questionable transactions, with the exclamation, 
“ Well, one has to live.’”’ And sometimes I have 
been prompted to reply, “ That isn’t essential. 
But you do have to die and face the judgment.” 
It is a bad bargain when you purchase success at 
the cost of character. It is little wonder, with the 
qualities Jacob had been developing in this environ- 
ment, that he should wander from the covenant 
and communion of the God of Bethel. 

At last the crisis came. Sooner or later to every 
soul it is sure to come. Like the prodigal in the 
far country, Jacob came to himself; but unlike that 
one, this was due, not to his poverty, but to his 
prosperity. It had brought upon him the envy of 
his uncle, and he was forced to flee. And no sooner 
has he appeased the wrath of Laban, who has fol- 
lowed in hot pursuit, than he learns that his brother, 
whom years before he had shamefully wronged, is 
coming with an armed force to dispute his advance. 
What shall he do? He cannot turn back, for the 
treaty with his uncle has precluded that; likewise 
to go forward seems certain disaster. In his ex- 
tremity, he resorts to one expedient and then an- 
other. First he appeals to Jehovah for help, and 
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then returns to his old methods of diplomacy and 
craft. He dispatches servants to Esau with pres- 
ents, and divides his company into two bands, so 
that one may certainly escape. But even yet, the 
issue is uncertain. Dark forebodings fill his mind. 
He comes to the river Jabbok, and sending all his 
companions across the ford, he is left alone. 

The hours of solitude are those which are fraught 
with greatest significance to the human heart. The 
fiercest conflicts are fought out alone. The dark- 
ness and the silence must have turned his memory 
back to that night at Bethel, when he pillowed his 
head upon a stone and for the first time became 
conscious of the presence of God. In the rush and 
hurry of business, domestic, and social distractions, 
it is not so hard to drown the voice of duty and 
deaden fear or care. But when thestillness of night 
comes on and one is left alone with his conscience 
and his God, then comes the real battle of the soul. 

« And there wrestled a man with him until the 
breaking of the day.” Hosea says the wrestler was 
an angel. We would not attempt to discredit or 
deny the physical phase of the struggle, for it left 
Jacob lame for life. Yet it is not the physical, but 
the moral and spiritual combat which especially at- 
tracts our interest and deserves especial considera- 
tion; for this same conflict, in one or another form, 
must be waged some time, somewhere, by every soul. 

Let us note some of the factors that entered into 
the struggle. First, there was pride ; we can plainly 
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see this element in Jacob’s character asserting itself. 
“ Have I not received the parental blessing and 
patriarchal preeminence? Has not my shrewdness 
gained the tribal birthright, and my toil and talent 
reaped abundant riches? Has not the Lord 
Jehovah promised to give me great possessions, and 
make me the founder of a great nation? How little, 
then, is this in keeping with my rank and dignity , 
to be made a refugee, in peril of losing both prop- 
erty and life?” Humility is indeed a virtue diff- 
cult to grow in the soil of prosperity. Conscious- 
ness of strength is always apt to produce arrogance 
and egotism. No sin is harder to master than this, 
and none more prone to breed rebellion against God. 

Deceit, also, was endeavoring to assert its suprem- 
acy. Had it not brought success in his dealing 
with Esau and Laban, and why should it not, in 
this crisis, stand in good stead? Deceit dislikes 
to admit its name. It is a pirate that sails under a 
false flag. It would rather take the title of shrewd- 
ness, diplomacy, or tact. Insincerity is surely the 
bane of modern social and commercial life. Like 
the worm hidden beneath the petals of the rose, so 
fraud lurks behind society’s smile and the suave 
promises of “ get rich quick” finance. 

Still another element in this conflict was covetous- 
ness. This had been fostered in Jacob’s heart from 
early youth, and nourished and entrenched by pros- 
perity, it now deemed itself invincible. He who is 
compelled to battle with such foes as this within 
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his heart, need not imagine the mastery is to be 
easily won. And what makes it still more difficult, is 
the fact that sins like these are not apt to be reck- 
oned among the more serious vices. While others 
tend towards poverty and disaster, this one so often 
brings success and honor. Yet covetousness is 
designated in Scripture as idolatry, and classed with 
the basest and blackest sins. Preéminently it is 
prevalent in our day. Its virus so insidious and 
universal paralyzes public opinion so that many 
who are bold in combating other evils, are 
strangely silent regarding this. Who has not felt 
the strivings of such impulses in his own heart? 
Like Paul, he has delighted in the law of God in 
the inward man, but has found a different law in his 
members bringing him into captivity to sin. 

By a seeming paradox, Jacob was battling against 
himself, while the angel was striving for his good. 
If he won in the combat against the heavenly friend, 
he would really lose; and only by defeat could he 
truly triumph. The element in his character that 
had been ascendent and brought his past successes, 
if allowed continuance, would not only mean present 
disaster, but also future loss of those higher blessings 
that God was anxious to bestow. This wrestling is 
the same old combat which has been waged since 
creation’s dawn between the higher and the lower 
self in every soul. Evil may assume one shape in 
one person and a different form in another, but by all 
alike, the battle must be fought, And the time 
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comes too, when the conflict, though drawn out for 
months or years, must reach a crisis. Each soul has 
its Jabbok’s Ford. The old nature within us dies 
hard. Grateful indeed should we be for the persist- 
ence of God’s Spirit, that He continues to strive with 
us untilthe dawn. Had He left us to our own devices, 
we would have rushed blindly to our destruction. 
Frequently some one comes to me in deep anxiety, 
fearing lest the Holy Spirit has left him, and he has 
committed the unpardonable sin. I always reply, 
«If you fear that you have committed it, it is cer- 
tain you have not.” The deepest concern should be 
when there is no concern. 

A. story is told in medical annals of a lady who 
took a large dose of an opiate poison, having mis- 
taken it for some common remedy. She soon 
lapsed into a comatose state, and her husband, be- 
coming alarmed,summoneda physician. When the 
cause of her sickness was discovered, the doctor said 
to the husband, “ We must walk with her up and 
down the house all night and keep her awake.” 
It was with difficulty that they roused her from her 
lethargy, and as they took hold of each arm and 
continued to exercise her up and down the room, 
she begged them to let her lie down and take a 
rest. So persistently did she plead, the husband 
was on the point of consenting, but the doctor 
remained firm in refusal. “If we should let her go 
to sleep in this condition, she would never awaken.” 
Let us rejoice that the Spirit did not leave us during 
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all that time we resisted or remained indifferent to 
His efforts in our behalf, else we would have drifted 
out into eternal night. 

Let us now note the most important and vital 
point of all:—how the victory was won. The angel 
had to bring Jacob to the place of absolute helpless- 
ness and dependence. “ He touched the hollow of 
his thigh ; andthe hollow of Jacob’s thigh was strained 
as he wrestled with him.” As long as the patriarch 
struggled in his own strength, there was no blessing. 
His natural powers had to be brought to naught. 
And now he clings to the angel, not in combat, but 
for mercy. Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye shall in no wise enter the king- 
dom of heaven.” The world says, “ Be a man; as- 
sert your importance and precedence”; but God 
says, “ Be a child.” 

It is just at this point that so many, especially 
men, find difficulty in beginning the Christian life. 
They have been accustomed in other things to rely 
upon themselves, and as a rule, the most self-reliant 
has been the most successful. But you cannot do 
this way when you deal with God. Like a man 
drowning, as long as he thrashes about, trying to 
save himself, the rescuer can bring him no help. If 
he tried, the result would be that both would perish. 
The helper has to wait until the drowning man gives 
up and then the strong swimmer tows him to shore. 
Spiritual success comes in submission to God; sal- 
vation follows surrender. 
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Let me pause at this point to ask you personally— 
have you been brought to the Ford of Jabbok where 
the higher and the lower self in your own life have 
waged the decisive battle for the mastery? You 
have been perhaps a professed Christian and worked 
in the church for years, but more than once have 
the old appetites and impulses arisen again at some 
unexpected time and brought you into bondage. 
When the children of Israel came out of Egypt and 
were pressing on to the full blessing of Canaan, they 
wandered for forty years in the wilderness, some- 
times gaining the advantage over their enemies but 
not infrequently experiencing defeat. We might 
not be warranted in saying that Jabbok was the be- 
ginning of Jacob’s spiritual life. At Bethel, years 
before, he had come to know God and had entered 
into a covenant with Him. This later experience 
does not correspond so much to regeneration as to 
sanctification. It is not spiritual birth for salvation, 
but spiritual consecration for power and service. 
There are many who have become children of God 
yet have never become efficient servants of Christ. 

It is interesting also to note how the defeat of 
Jacob creates within his heart a hunger for the 
higher life. There is often no supplication until 
there is suffering. He realizes that the hand that 
can smite can also save. It is one of the mysteries 
of prayer that the Father should require us to ask 
when He already knows our needs. The very act of 
making petition in some way prepares our hearts 
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for the appropriation of the divine gift. Had it 
not been for the seeming disaster, the crippling of 
his physical strength, Jacob would doubtless never 
have sought a blessing. Far better it is to limp to 
heaven than to leap to hell. He would have con- 
tinued to struggle along in his own strength until 
he ended in permanent failure, but his utter defeat 
not only brought him to the position of suppliant, 
but it also gave him the intensity of persistence that 
insured success. “I will not let thee go except 
thou bless me.” 

There is still another step that must be taken 
before he can enter into possession of power. He 
must acknowledge his sinful condition. The angel 
asks him, “ What is thy name?” How hard it 
must have been for the proud, prosperous patriarch 
to confess the truth. Yet there was no other way. 
In the white light of the angelic presence, the 
blackness of his past life stood out in contrast. He 
answers, “Iam Jacob.” Jacob the deceiver, Jacob 
the supplanter, the defrauder, the covetous, the 
sin-stained! The old nature had spent its last 
strength—it confesses its failure, its weakness, its 
utter worthlessness, To each of us, the Lord puts 
the same question, “ What is thy name?” Not 
what is your appellation by which you are known 
among men, but how does the recording angel 
designate your personality? The world may speak 
of a person as the honorable, successful Mr. So and 
So; while God, on the other hand, declares him a 
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deceiver, a swindler, and a cheat. Society speaks 
of the beautiful, charming Mrs. Soand So, but at the 
judgment she may be known as the scandal-loving, 
the selfish and the deceitful. “ What is thy name?” 
It was Jacob’s confession that brought his exalta- 
tion. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins.” But confession must 
always precede pardon, and the best way to confess 
sins is to name them. 

Now comes a glorious announcement: “Thy 
name shall be no longer called Jacob, but Israel.” 
Not the supplanter, but the prince of God. Hehad 
triumphed through subjection. Wewould not claim 
that from this time on, he was all he might have 
been, but there was evidently a decided transforma- 
tion in his character. In his interview with his 
brother, he shows a humble and chastened spirit. 
He erects an altar to the worship of Jehovah. His 
thought seems no longer centred on the accumula- 
tion of riches, and moreover, there is implanted in 
his heart a longing to return to the communion 
and covenant of Bethel. 

Cannot each of us profitably stop to ask our- 
selves, before we leave this theme, Have I gained 
the victory at Jabbok’s Ford? Is there some point 
in my life at which I amsaying “ No” to Christ? 
Has He had to lay His hand heavily upon me, and 
bring me to the place of weakness? We may have 
wondered why there should come the ill health, 
the business adversity, the shattering of long-cher- 
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ished hopes, or the death of some loved one dearer 
than life itself. But as we look back across the 
years, we will see it was the only way the Lord 
could bring us to the place of complete dependence 
on divine strength, and instil within our souls a 
hunger for the life that is hid with Christ in God. 
But do not wait until some heavy blow falls upon 
your home, your business, or your health. Plead 
no previous engagement when Christ calls. Cease 
to struggle against His will. Yield to Jesus, your 
truest Friend, and through submission you will come 
forth conqueror with the new name of Israel, imbued 
with power for service, a victor through obedience. 
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